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REPORT FROM TRUSTEES  

for year ended 31st December 2016 

This report provides information concerning: 

 The Geologists’ Association’s objectives and how they fulfill its legal purposes 

 The activities the Geologists’ Association undertakes 

 The achievements of the Geologists’ Association 

Since 1858, the Geologists’ Association (GA) has served the interests of professional and amateur geologists, 
and made geology available to a wider public.   The GA is a national organisation based in London, and is 
represented by Local Groups in 18 centres around the country.   There are 72 other geologically related societies 
that are affiliated with the GA in the furtherance of our common aims and objectives. 

The objectives of the G.A are:- 

 To promote the study of Geology and its allied sciences by holding Ordinary Meetings for the purpose of 
hearing lectures and encouraging discussion among Members, and by arranging Field Meetings;  to extend 
knowledge of the science by publication, by the maintenance of a library, and by such other means as the 
Council may from time to time determine. 

 To promote interest in Geology at all levels of knowledge. 

 To promote awareness of our geological heritage and to actively campaign on issues of geoconservation. 

Activities to pursue these objectives: 

 Monthly Ordinary Meetings are held in London with talks from distinguished geologists.  
 An Annual Conference is held in a different part of the country each year;  it is open to both Members and 

non-Members. 
 An extensive programme of Field Meetings is maintained in the UK and abroad.  
 An annual Festival of Geology brings us together with our Local Groups and Affiliates and provides 

outreach to the general public.  
 Financial support, primarily from our Endowment Funds (such as Curry Fund), is provided for Education, 

Geological Research and Geoconservation projects. 
 Geological research is encouraged through financial support for postgraduate and experienced researchers, 

by the publication of a scientific journal, the Proceedings of the Geologists’ Association, and through our 
quarterly Magazine.  

 The interests of children are provided for through Rockwatch, the junior club of the GA, together with 
SchoolRocks! which provides geological teaching resources to both junior and secondary schools. 

 The Geolab initiative provides theoretical and practical experience to members of the general public who 
have no previous experience of geology. 

 Our website provides a forum for information concerning the GAs’ activities;  a video link provides wider 
access to our monthly lectures. 

 A library, courtesy of University College London Geological Department, contains books and maps for 
loan to GA members. 

 Financial activities include the sale of publications (such as Field Guides) and small geological goods 
(such as geological field equipment), and management of the GA’s financial investments;  the moneys 
generated are used to support the charitable aspects of the GA’s work. 

In planning our activities, we keep in mind the Charity Commissions guidance on public benefit. 

The Geologists’ Association is an unincorporated association governed by a set of rules from a scheme at the 
Charity Commission dated 18th January 1967 as amended 03rd July 2015.   The management of the Association is 
vested in a Council normally consisting of 24 members which includes the following Officers: President, 
Treasurer, General Secretary and up to three Vice-Presidents.  Council Members, being trustees, are appointed 
annually at an Annual General Meeting by nomination by members of the GA.   A ballot of all members is held 
if there are more nominations than vacancies. 

Cover photo 2016 Photographic Competition winner: Graham Bull Wave-Cut platform Birling Gap, E Sussex 
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 At the AGM in May Haydon Bailey handed over the President’s badge of office to Colin Prosser. During 
his presidency Haydon has implemented several initiatives. The first was Geolab. aimed at introducing non-
geologists to geology. The sessions are hosted by local groups with the format of professionally run 
workshops in the morning and putting the knowledge into practice in the field in the afternoon, led by the 
local group. Another initiative is SchoolRocks! Haydon and his team have been putting together boxes of 
rocks, fossils and minerals with accompanying text. Haydon has agreed to stay on council to progress this 
project to the next stage. Colin Prosser is Principal Specialist for Geoconservation at Natural England and 
during the year has already brought his geoconservation expertise to bear through his choice of the Jurassic 
Coast for the Annual Conference and by leading a trip to the Wren’s Nest National Nature Reserve, Dudley. 

Council held a Special meeting in April and invited students from Imperial College to attend. Many positive 
ideas arose from the meeting; in particular the GA Student Symposium which we hope will become a 
regular event. The GA now holds Associate status with the Geological Society and they have given their 
support to the Symposium to be held this year on 19th May. Another initiative was to prepare a PowerPoint 
presentation about the GA. This is now on our website under ‘About Us’ and can be used or adapted by any 
of our members wishing to promote the GA. Many thanks to Nick Pierpoint, Rebecca Bell, Liam Gallagher 
and others for overseeing these initiatives. 
Our 2016 conference (21st – 22nd October) was held at the Portland Heights Hotel on the Isle of Portland. 
The subject was The Jurassic Coast: geoscience and education and it was heartening to see so many local 
people involved with the Jurassic Coast attend the conference. Field trips on the Saturday took most of the 
group to the new Etches Collection – Museum of Jurassic Marine Life in the village of Kimmeridge. It was 
the first day open to the public and we were privileged to be shown round by Steve. A smaller group were 
guided around the Isle of Portland by Alan Holiday looking at various aspects of the stone, assisted by 
Hannah Sofaer who has been working as a sculptor on the island for several decades. The GA is extremely 
grateful to everyone who contributed in making the conference such a success, our trip leaders, speakers 
and particularly the organisers Anjana Ford, Jonathan Larwood and Sam Scriven. 

Following our questionnaire on the 
2015 Festival of Geology, we decided 
to book the larger Darwin Lecture 
Theatre for our talks in 2016. 
Although access meant venturing 
outside, it proved a great success and 
we were able to accommodate all our 
visitors. En route, activities in the 
Museum of Making, organised by 
University College London were an 
added bonus. There was an exciting 
array of displays from our stall-
holders and the ‘Rockwatch tent’ in 
the Courtyard attracted large numbers 
of visitors. We had a record number of 
entries for the photographic 
competition. The winners and other 
selected entries were chosen in 
advance for the calendar which was on 
sale at the Festival. We owe a huge 

debt of gratitude to our UCL colleagues, Ruth Siddall, Charlotte Pike and their student helpers and also to 
our own team of Susan Brown, Sarah Stafford and Geraldine Marshall; also Gerald Lucy for the 
photographic competition and calendar. 

This was the first year that overseas field trips organised by Ian Sutton came to fruition. The three trips to 
Cyprus, Germany and Lanzarote were all well-supported. The highlight of the UK day trips was a journey 
by boat down the Thames revisiting the 1895 trip detailed in the PGA to the Goring Gap led by William 
Whittaker. One trip, a long weekend to Glasgow organised by David Bone was combined with the 
Geological Society of Glasgow for the field trip; the first joint trip since 1906. We thank Ian and Geoff for 
all their hard work in making the trips so successful. Our indoor Meetings Secretary, Mick Oates, is now 

Steve Etches , Susan Brown, Colin Prosser.  
Opening  of Museum of Jurassic Marine Life 
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 back in the UK after many years of working abroad.  2016 is the last run of talks that he will have to 
organise remotely. We are very grateful to Mick for all his research over the years and hope it will be easier 
for him in the future. More details of all these events are below. In 2016 our Halstead Lecturer at the British 
Science Association Festival was Bethan Davies. 

Another positive outcome of our 
Special Meeting in April is that we 
were advised by the student 
attendees on ways of attracting 
applicants for our research awards. 
One of the initiatives was to alter 
the rules slightly to drop the 
requirement for student applicants 
to be members of the GA for six 
months before applying. The 
initiatives had the desired effect 
and we had many more applicants 
and were able to offer grants to 
most of them. We also now have a 
number of council members 
tweeting and using Facebook to 
promote the GA. These are linked 

to our website which contains a wealth of information on the GA, 
past and future. We are grateful to Barbara Silva for maintaining it. She has now joined the Publications and 
Communications Committee which we hope will make it easier for her to be involved with new initiatives. 

A new edition of the Dorset Guide, updated with seismic lines added, was ready in time for the Lyme Regis 
Festival where it sold well. In 2016 the Festival dispensed with the big marquee on the beach and we were 
placed within the Natural History Museum tent where we ran an activity as well as promoting the GA. One 
of the features of the Festival was a production by the Emerald Ant, promoting the Crystal Palace Dinosaurs 
by telling the story through the geologists of the day, ending with children participating in the dinner inside 
the Iguanodon Restaurant. The project is sponsored by the Curry Fund. The Curry Fund continues to fund 
many projects around the UK and our thanks go to Susan Brown for processing the many applications. To 
celebrate 30 years of the Curry Fund, presentations of a jug and bowl were made at the AGM to Chris Green 
(treasurer for all 30 years) and to Susan Brown (secretary for 25 years) 
to mark the occasion and to show our appreciation. 

Our GA Magazine is flourishing owing to the page increase agreed in 
2015. The editor, Liam Gallagher, has managed to attract interesting 
copy and we are very grateful to him and those who have contributed; it 
is our main means of communicating with members. The GA also 
contributes copy to Earth Heritage geoconservation magazine. There is a 
link to this free electronic publication via the GA website. Funding came 
to an end at the close of 2016 so sadly the magazine will lose its editor, 
Seabury Salmon, who did so much to make it attractive. The GA will do 
all it can to ensure the magazine can continue under the guidance of 
David Bridgland and its editorial board. Geology Today is part-owned 
by the GA and members are entitled to a reduced subscription. Under 
the editorship of Peter Doyle it continues to do well; many thanks to him 

UCL Festival of Geology  
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and his team. Jim Rose continues as Editor-in-Chief of the Proceedings of the Geologists’ Association. In 
2016, themed papers on Puddingstones and related silcretes was published, edited by Jennifer Huggett, 
following on from our conference on the topic in 2014. Jim has done a terrific job in raising the profile of 
PGA and reported in June that in his 6 years of editorship under Elsevier 519 papers have been accepted and 
that PGA now has the highest impact of any journal in the world for geoconservation.  Many thanks to Jim 
and also to Dan Lovegrove at Elsevier who has been very helpful. 

Susan Brown has continued her tireless work as Chairman of Rockwatch, our Junior Club, and has written 
reports for this and the Curry Fund. We are extremely grateful to her for all the hours she contributes and 
for her energy and enthusiasm stretching back over 25 years. 

It has been another busy year and Council is satisfied that the Association has managed to keep a careful 
watch over its activities and there were no serious incidents. We believe we have fulfilled our aims and 
objectives of promoting interest, awareness and conservation of geology in the range of activities we 
present. This is greatly assisted by the diligence and hard work of our office staff, Sarah Stafford and her 
assistant Geraldine Marshall. We warmly thank them and the large number of volunteers who help in the 
smooth running of the GA. Our thanks are also extended to the Geological Society for all the support they 
give us. 

The Two Whitakers, David Bridgland and Peter Worsley Goring Gap revisited trip 



6 

 

GA COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES 2016 

MEMBERSHIP 

The deaths of the following GA members were reported during 2016 

David Burford, Raymond Casey, Grosvenor Davis, Wyndham Evans, Colin Exley, Jenny Gladstone, Alfred 
Hawkins, Pauline Heddle, Albert Ludford, Terry Melrose, David Moring, Peggy Morris, Eileen Owen, Joseph 
Piffaretti, Anthony Quenet, Joanne Stent, Robert Symes, Christopher Wood, David Wharton,  

Total Membership reported for 2016  1351; 115 New members and 12  members formally resigned. 

Rockwatch Members  1121  

Officers: President: Dr  Colin Prosser ; Senior  Vice-President: Dr Haydon Bailey; Vice-Presidents: Professor David 
Bridgland, Ms Nikki Edwards,  Treasurer: Dr Graham Williams; General Secretary: Mrs Diana Clements.   

Postholders: Minutes Secretary: Dr  Sandy Colville-Stewart; Meetings Secretary: Dr Michael Oates; Field 
Meetings Secretary: Mr Geoff Swann (co-opted) ; Overseas Field Meetings Secretary: Dr Ian Sutton; Guides Editor: 
Professor Susan Marriott (co-opted) ; GA Magazine Editor: Dr Liam Gallagher; GA Archivist: Dr Jonathan 
Larwood; Awards Panel Secretary: Mrs Barbara Cumbers (co-opted) ; Membership Team Chairman: Dr Paul Olver; 
Earth Heritage Representative: Professor David Bridgland; Rockwatch Chairman: Mrs Susan Brown. Social Media: 
Miss Leanne Hughes; Secretary to Publications & Communications Committee: Prof. John Cosgrove; Student 
Liaison: Dr Rebecca Bell. 
 

Non-Council Postholders: Proceedings Editor : Professor  J im Rose, Librar ian: Sara Osman 
 

Ordinary Members of Council: Mr Anthony Brook, Mr  John Cooper , Dr  Anjana Ford, Mrs Rhian Kendall, 
Mr Roger Lloyd, Mr Gerald Lucy, Mr Nicholas Pierpoint, Mr Richard Pollock Co-opted: Professor  Richard 
Howarth. 
 

Executive Committee: Officers, Mrs Sarah Stafford.   
 

Investment Panel: Treasurer : Dr  Graham Williams; Professor  Bernard Leake, Mr  Roger  Lloyd, Ms Susanna 
van Rose, Dr Christopher Green, Mrs Susan Brown. 
 

Curry Fund Committee: President, GA Treasurer ; Cur ry Fund Treasurer : Dr  Chr istopher  Green; Curry 
Fund Secretary: Mrs Susan Brown; Curry Fund Minutes Secretary: Mrs Gilia Slocock; Mr David Bone, Mr John 
Cooper, Dr John Crocker,  Mr Alan Holiday, Professor Richard Howarth, Dr Jonathan Larwood, Dr Jonathan Radley, 
Dr Eric Robinson. 
 

Publications and Communications Committee: President, Treasurer , Chairman: Professor  David Br idgland 
(EH) , Minutes Secretary: Professor John Cosgrove; Guides Editor: Professor Susan Marriott;  GA Magazine Editor: 
Dr Liam Gallagher; : Dr Rebecca Bell, Professor Richard Howarth, Miss Leanne Hughes. 
 

GA Magazine Production Team: Editor : Dr  Liam Gallagher ; Dr  John Crocker , Professor  John Cosgrove, Mrs 
Nikki Edwards. 
 

Geology Today Management Committee: Editor : Professor  Peter  Doyle; Dr  Graham Williams, Mrs Susan 
Brown. 
 

Rockwatch Management Committee Chairman: Mrs Susan Brown; Treasurer : Dr  John Crocker ; Professor  
Peter Doyle, Mr Alan Holiday, Dr Wendy Kirk, Miss Andrea Kaszewski,  Dr Jonathan Larwood, Mr Roger Le Voir, 
Dr Michael Oates, Ms Susanna van Rose; Rockwatch Co-ordinator: Mrs Geraldine Marshall. 

 

Library Committee: Chairman: Dr  Peter  Riches; Professor  Richard Howar th, Ms Sara Osman. 
 

Membership Team: Chairman: Dr  Paul Olver ,  Dr  Haydon Bailey, Mr  Anthony Brook, Mr  John Cooper ,  
Ms Nikki Edwards, Mr John Lonergan, Mr Nigel McGaw, Ms Jane Michael , Mr John Nicklin,  
Ms Linda Tonkin. 
 

Awards Panel: Dr Haydon Bailey, Professor  David Br idgland, Professor  John Cosgrove, Dr  Graham 
Williams, Secretary: Mrs Barbara Cumbers. 
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OUR LONG SERVING MEMBERS 
The following members joined the GA in 1966 and reached 50 years in 2016 

Peter Henry Banham, Roger Bradly Beck, George Joseph Wilson Booth, Keith Leslie Duff  
Michael Richard Henson , Peter Alexander Hodges, Stuart Edwin Hollyer, Paul Anthony Madgett, Richard 
Thomas Jones Moody, Edmund Francis Paul  Nickless, Ernest Ronald Oxburgh, Richard David Pryce  
Michael Frederick Ridd, Ernest George Sandels, Anne Rosemary Sayer, Peter Clive Sims, Robert Brendan 
Stokes, William Geoffrey Townson, Edward James Wilson. 

 

 

THE GA CALENDAR 2017   

INCLUDING SOME OF THE WINNING ENTRIES FROM THE 2016 PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION  
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The financial statements were prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in the notes to the 
financial statements and comply with the charity’s governing document, the Charities Act 2011, and 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing 
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of 
Ireland on 16 July 2014. 

The Geologists’ Association (GA) finances are recorded in the accounts (below);  they are in three parts:  

An Unrestricted income fund provides money for the day-to-day administration of the Association and may be 
applied, at the Trustees’ discretion, in furtherance of the GA’s charitable objectives (General Fund).   

A Restricted fund provides money for the day-to-day administration of Rockwatch, the junior section of the 
GA. 

Endowment Funds, which are Bequests, Legacies and Gifts where the capital is invested and the GA uses the 
income to pursue its charitable responsibilities. 

Highlights: 

       Unrestricted   Restricted   Endowment   2016 Total   2015 Total 

       Fund      Fund     Funds 

Total net Assets  £407,159    £177,756   £1,464,491    £2,049,406   £1,882,010 

Total income   £235,375    £42,466    £46,028     £323,869   £353,326 

Total expenditure £221,444    £50,011    £53,515     £324,970   £307,091 

The GA’s total net assets increased by about 9%, due to an increase in the capital value of the GA’s investment 
portfolio.   Donations received during 2016 are listed below.   Total income fell slightly from 2015, due 
primarily to a reduction in donations to Rockwatch.   Total expenditure increased due primarily to an increase 
in Curry Fund expenditure (+£16,500). 

The GA has an investment portfolio of around £1.8M, monitored by the Treasurer’s investment panel, and the 
Trustees.   The objectives for the Investment Portfolio are to maintain long-term capital value and to yield a 
growing income.   We continued to focus on income generation from our investments. 
In 2016, the Capital Value of the investment portfolio increased by about 11% (2015: -3.5%);  this was due, 
primarily, to a significant increase in the value of the Schroder Charity Equity Fund (~14%) overcoming its 
6.5% reduction in value in 2015.   Overall, equity investments showed a more than satisfactory growth, whilst 
Bonds and Gilts showed a minor increase. 

The Income from the GA’s investment portfolio showed a decrease of about 2.5% due to a reduction in income 
for the Curry Fund (£3,300), in particular, from the Schroder Charity Equity Fund.   Nevertheless, the Curry 
Fund was able to meet its commitments during 2016. 

Income for the General Fund was threatened, particularly, on three fronts – a material decrease in membership 
subscriptions, and a decrease in income from the investment reserve and from the publications. 

The 2016 membership subscriptions were slightly lower (£1,800) than 2015.   Royalties received for the PGA 
were £34,000 (2015: £30,000).   Overall, the General Fund showed a surplus of some £14,000. 

The Investment Portfolio of the General Fund provides the GA’s “reserve”.   It is the GA’s policy to maintain a 
capital reserve approximately equal to two year’s expenditure;  this reserve to be invested, such that its income 
supports the charitable work of the Association.   I am delighted to report that the reserve is sufficient to fund 
normal GA activities for about 2 years (best practice is 2 years). 

We congratulate Susan Brown for her fund raising efforts on behalf of Rockwatch;  the funding of the GA’s 
junior group is very dependent on donations, particularly the substantial donations from Anglo-American, the 
Geological Society Petroleum Group and Lynx Information Systems (UKOGL).   We thank all our donors for 
their very generous donations. 

Income from “Geology To-Day” (jointly owned with the Geological Society of London) was £11,300 (2015: 
£11,800).   Sales of the GA’s Geological Field Guides were £12,000, (£12,700 in 2015).   Susan Marriott, our 
Field Guides editor, produced a revision of the Dorset Guide and is preparing a number of Guides for 
publication during 2017.   We thank, particularly, all of the authors, Geology To-Day Editor Peter Doyle and 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
1st January to 31st December 2016 
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 Publishers Wyley, and Field Guides Editor Professor Susan Marriott and Publishers City Print. 

The revitalised GA Magazine continued to attract increasing copy.   Council decided to increase investment in the 
Magazine, enabling editor Liam Gallagher to enlarge the Magazine;  successful production is enhanced by very 
close co-operation achieved with the Publishers, City Print.   The Magazine is available on line;  members who 
take this option (rather than the printed version) help to reduce our costs.   We thank Liam, Sarah Stafford in the 
office, and City Print for an excellent, affordable, product. 

The GA is extremely grateful for all Donations and Legacies;  they enable the GA to pursue its charitable 
objectives and to do something new that the donor or the GA members may wish to see implemented.   
(Incidentally, there are significant TAX benefits.  Legacies reduce the inheritance tax duty on an estate, whilst the 
GA can reclaim an additional 25% Gift Aid on Bequests made during a donor’s lifetime.) 
Thanks to the Donations and Endowment funds, the GA made grants and awards to support geological research 
for new (undergraduate, MSc, PhD) and established researchers, and to support worthy undergraduates in their 
studies;  the GA was delighted to award a total of £8,760 to 16 recipients.   Similarly, grants were made for Geo-
conservation projects, including Earth Heritage Magazine. 

The annual Elsevier-GA Conference, entitled “The Jurassic Coast: geoscience and education”, was held in 
Dorset.   The Association thanks Elsevier for their financial support, which helped to cover a significant part of 
the costs of the Conference. 

The annual Festival of Geology is the GA’s showpiece event;  a remarkable number of people from all over the 
country, from many societies and institutions, contribute their time and expertise for zero cost;  this helps to 
constrain the cost of the event and enable its continuance.  

There was a significant increase in the number of members, and the public, who used the GA’s on-line electronic 
payment facilities to purchase goods and services and pay subscriptions.   This eases the administration pressures 
on the GA office. 

I (and the GA Trustees) thank the GA Investment Panel for their invaluable, wise advice concerning the GA’s 
investment portfolio (Professor Bernard Leake, Susanna van Rose, Susan Brown, Dr Christopher Green, Roger 
Lloyd).   On a personal note, I thank Sarah Stafford and Geraldine Marshall in the GA office, Maurice Whiteley 
(the GA’s accountant) and Ray Flack (the GA’s Auditor) for their continued, amazing, patience and good humour 
when they assist and advise the Treasurer. 

On balance, the GA had a very satisfactory financial year.   Future risks remain concerning the economic 
environment which could threaten our Investment Portfolio, membership decline, an uncertain revenue from our 
publications and, particularly, office accommodation costs.  

Lectures, field meetings (home & abroad), the Elsevier-GA Conference (Dorset), the Festival of Geology 
(University College, London), the extensive programme for our young geologists (Rockwatch), the flow of 
monies to support exceptional students, geological research, the projects of numerous geological groups around 
the country, and increased support for all geo-conservation issues, enabled the GA to fulfill its public objectives, 
successfully, during 2016. 

Dr Graham M Williams,  
Honorary Treasurer 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

The accounts for 2016 appear at the end of this report. 

 

DONATIONS, LEGACIES AND SPONSORSHIP 
Donations:  
GA                 ROCKWATCH 
Elsevier - £2,000             Anglo-American - £16,000 
Network Stratigraphy - £500         Lynx Information Systems (UKOGL) - £5,000 
Biostratigraphic - £500           Geological Society Petroleum Group - £3,106 
Geotechnical Consulting - £500  
Stratadata - £350	
Riley Geo Ltd - £250	
Datum Stratigraphic - £250	
Anon - £125	
CW Goldring - £100 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016 

The President, Dr Haydon Bailey conducted the AGM, assisted by Senior Vice President Colin Prosser. 

1. At the AGM on 6 May 2016 the report of Council and the Annual Accounts for 2015 were adopted. 

2. The President thanked the Retiring Officers Leanne Hughes and Professor John Cosgrove (Vice Presidents). 
He also retires as President.  

The proposed for new officers were elected: Dr Colin Prosser (President), Dr Haydon Bailey (Senior Vice 
President), Vice Presidents: Nikki Edwards (Education) and Professor David Bridgland (Chair Pub. 
and Comm. Committee and Earth Heritage rep).   
The following officers and post-holders remain: Dr Graham Williams (Honorary Treasurer), Diana 
Clements (General Secretary), Dr Ian Sutton (Overseas Field Trip Secretary), Dr Liam Gallagher (GA 
Magazine Ed), Professor John Cosgrove (GA  Magazine rep.), Dr Sandy Colville-Stewart (Minutes 
Secretary), Dr Michael Oates (Meetings Secretary), Leanne Hughes (Communications), Dr Rebecca Bell 
(Student Liaison), Dr Jonathan Larwood (GA Archivist,) Dr Paul Olver (Membership), Richard Pollock 
(Sponsorship/Marketing), Susan Brown (Rockwatch and Curry Fund). Co-opted: Geoff Swann  (Field 
Meetings Secretary), Professor Susan Marriott  (Guides Editor), Barbara Cumbers (Awards Secretary). Non-
Council: Sara Osman (GA Librarian), Professor Jim Rose (Editor of PGA). 
The following Ordinary members of Council remain: Dr Anjana Ford, Roger Lloyd, Gerald Lucy, John 
Cooper, and Tony Brook. Retiring Council Members: Professor Richard Howarth, Barbara Cumbers 
(remains co-opted).  
The proposed for new council members were elected: Nicholas Pierpoint and Rhian Kendall.  No other  
nominations received.  
 

3.  This year the President presented the Foulerton Award for work of merit connected with the Association to 
Maurice Whiteley. It was awarded for  financial, contr ibutions to the GA’s well-being for 30 years. 
Since 1987 there has been one man, Maurice, who’s courteous, efficient and economically priced service as 
GA accountant and auditor is of inestimable value.  Maurice was auditor from 1987 to 2004 (18 years), when 
new onerous regulations made it impossible for him to provide this service, but even now he continues to do 
most of the “donkey-work” for our new auditors. Maurice freely provides professional advice as well as 
overseeing the GA’s payroll and pensions for staff, ensuring that the GA is compliant with Charity and 
HMRC regulations. It would be an extremely complex task for the GA to operate without Maurice!!  
Maurice was unable to attend the AGM and he was presented with the Award at the beginning of the 
Council Meeting, accompanied by his brother. Maurice responded: 

Mr President, Honorary Treasurer, Members of Council. 
As some of you know I am based in Somerset.  My background to geology is through my parents Sydney and Margaret 
Whiteley who were both members of the GA. My father was a friend of Les Pitt, who I see was Treasurer 1953-59 and later 
President 1960-62. When I arrived today Graham reminded me of past Treasurers I’ve worked with.  Peter Negus 1979-89 
Christopher Green, 89-94 Rhys Davies 94-97 Bernard Leake, 97-2009 and latterly Graham William who if my arithmetic is 
correct is coming up to 7 years in the post. Under the careful stewardship of the aforementioned treasurers, the GA has gone 
from strength to strength financially aided by some well-timed legacies.   
All the time I have been associated with the GA, there has only been one Executive Secretary, Sarah Stafford whose 
attention to duty has also enabled the GA to progress over the years. 
The Wyley History of The Geologists’ Association describes me on page 71 as doing the “donkey work” which as Graham 
knows is constantly changing with new accountancy standards having to be adopted.  It is good that we also have Simpkins 
Edwards to guide us through the latest standards minefield called DRS102 and the associated Charities Somp – statement of 
recommended practice.  It just now leaves me to thank you for honouring me with this award. 

4. The President awarded the Halstead Medal for work of outstanding merit deemed to further the objectives of 
the Association and to promote geology to Tony Waltham. Tony Waltham is the nation's leading karst 
expert.  His many books are excellent examples of how geology should be presented to engage the public.  
He had led several overseas field trips for the GA to exotic places and for many years he has promoted 
geology through his membership of the editorial board of 'Geology Today'. 

5. This year we introduced a new award, the Halstead Award, given to an individual who has made a 
substantial contribution in any area of geology at an early stage in their career. This year the £500 award was 
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divided into two for two recipients of equal merit.  

1) Craig Magee Imper ial College London. Craig is four  years out of his PhD and is now a Junior  
Research Fellow at Imperial College- which is a highly competitive position. In his short career Craig 
has really secured himself as a world leader in the study of magma emplacement, particularly through 
the novel use of seismic reflection data. He has published 17 papers since his PhD in high impact 
international journals and has also been invited to speak at a number of international conferences. He is 
an excellent speaker and commonly gives outreach talks to school groups and would make a fabulous 
GA speaker. Craig was unable to with us and Rebecca Bell accepted the award on his behalf, reading 
out a statement: 

Please accept my apologies for not being able to attend the AGM, I am currently leading a field trip in Scotland. I 
am honoured to have been chosen for this award and I would like to thank my colleagues from my time at 
Birmingham and Imperial who have helped me immeasurably and made the time highly enjoyable. 

2) Tom White Tom graduated with bachelors and masters degrees in Archaeology and did a PhD with 
Richard Preece and David Bridgland to study the non-marine molluscs from Pleistocene Palaeolithic 
sites.  As part of this project he also taught himself ostracods and gravel analysis.  He was researcher on 
the Trent Valley Palaeolithic Project, published in a monograph and in the PGA, and has been working 
on a post-doc at Oxford looking at Pleistocene aqueous habitats in Saudi Arabia.  He has also 
collaborated on amino-acid dating and on stable isotopes.   

6.  The President presented The Richardson Award to Adrian Palmer on behalf of him and his co-authors: I.P. 
 Matthews, I. Candy, S.P.E. Blockley, A. MacLeod, C.M. Darvill, N. Milner, C. Conneller and B.  
 Taylor, for the best paper in PGA during 2015: The evolution of Palaeolake Flixton and the    
 environmental context of Star Carr, NE. Yorkshire: stratigraphy and sedimentology of the Last Glacial-
 Interglacial Transition (LGIT) lacustrine sequences (PGA 126, 2015 pp50–59). 

 7. A one off Special Award 2016 Callomon Certificate was presented to Doreen Smith for her tireless 
work and enthusiasm with the Dorset Geologists’ Association Group, and in particular for her part in the 
very successful William Smith conference in memory of John Callomon held in Dorset in 2015. Bob 
Chandler added some more words in praise of Doreen’s achievements: 

What a pleasure it is to be able to say a few words about Doreen. Last September John Whicher and I ran a meeting 
to remember the work of John Callomon. The meeting was held in Sherborne but I live in Surrey so Doreen being 
close was essential and I thank her on behalf of Prof Galacz – Hungary, Prof. Cope – Cardiff and Prof. Pavia –
Torino whom she looked after. Doreen was key to the success of the entire meeting, preparation, travel arrangements 
and on site catering, providing lunch for everyday including field visits. In addition she works tirelessly on the 
DGAG Newsletter, the Lyme Fossil Festival, the DGAG stand at the GA Reunion as well as special events such as 
the Dorset Heroes project – Sylvester Bradley, Arkell and Michael House. She regularly collaborates on scientific 
papers. The likes of Doreen Smith are the driving force behind local groups such as DGAG and I am delighted that 
Doreen is to be honoured by our Association and is here to receive her award this evening.  

8. The President presented the Curry Fund MSc Award to encourage student excellence, for the best 
Masters degree theses on a geology-related topic arising from an MSc taught course in a UK university, 
to Emily Wiesendanger Royal Holloway, University of London, for her MSc dissertation: An 
assessment of mortality profiles and seasonality within late Pleistocene reindeer (Rangifer tarandus) 
assemblages. Other nominees were Commended for their submissions: Lia Turrini (Imperial College) 
for her MSc dissertation:  An integrated analysis of the spatial and stratigraphic variation in a Tertiary 
age Polygonal Fault System offshore Uruguay: understanding the controls on polygonal fault style and 
organisation and and Elsa Panciroli (University of Bristol) for her MSc dissertation: Correlates 
between calcaneal morphology and locomotion in extant and extinct carnivorous mammals. 

9. The President presented the Ivor Tupper Award to give financial assistance (£2,000) to a deserving 
undergraduate who demonstrates outstanding academic excellence to the Winner:  Jamie Price (MESci 
Exploration and Resource Geology, Cardiff University) and a cheque for £1,000 to the Runner up : 
James Williams (MESci Geology (International), Cardiff University) 
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LECTURE MEETINGS 2016 

The 2016 London lecture series was, as always composed of eight invited talks and a Presidential 
address.  We try to present as varied a programme as possible, which focuses upon an entertaining speaker 
irrespective of the area of geology being discussed, and I hope that this was achieved.  Members sometimes 
suggest topics and their thoughts are always welcome and taken into account in devising the programme for 
the next year, which has to be ready over 12 months in advance. 

2016 began with a suitably glacial subject; Dr Fausto Ferraccioli’s account of the European Alps-scale 
Gamburtsev Mountains, completely hidden beneath the Antarctic icecap. February saw some of the latest 
innovation from Dr Imran Rahman in using non-invasive high tech-imagery in a palaeontological context 
providing new insights into morphology, systematics and function, followed in March by an account of a 
climatically influenced evolution of giant marine reptiles and mammals in the Tertiary from Dr Nick 
Longrich.  The Shatsky Rise - the biggest volcano on Earth was the subject of Dr Julie Prytulak’s  talk in 
April, followed by Dr Haydon Bailey, our President’s second episode of the Foraminifera story, this time 
those that swam freely, which he relates so well.  The topical subject of the Earth's climatic evolution was 
reviewed by Dr Colin Summerhayes in June, while the last talk before the summer recess was delivered by 
Dr Lidia Lonergan on how plate tectonic processes, particularly volcanoes and earthquakes, have influenced 
the scenery of Italy.  Unfortunately, as sometimes happens, a speaker has to respond to an emergency at 
home, and in October, Dr Antonio Ferreira was unable to deliver his already prepared talk on the hazardous 
gas, Radon, but our President nobly stepped up to give his account of how chalk geology could influence the 
planned HS2 high-speed railway through the Chilterns.  The year was brought to a close by our GA council 
colleague, Prof John Cosgrove’s fascinating account of how the Zagros Mountains of Iran exemplified the 
evolution of a fold belt. 

Thanks must be extended to Haydon, who above the call of duty delivered two lectures, our projectionist 
Gary Jensen and finally, the innovative new poster creator, Gerald Lucy whose magnificent displays have 
helped keep attendance high even on those cold damp winter Friday nights.  Members are reminded that most 
London lectures may now be viewed after the event online, thanks to the generosity of the speakers. 

Mick Oates 

Indoor Meetings Secretary 

10. The President listed those who were awarded Research grants. The new UK Onshore Geophysical 
Library Research Award (UKOGL) to help one or  more deserving final year  MGeol / MSci 
undergraduates to assist in the preparation of a thesis, preferably relevant to the geology of onshore areas 
of the United Kingdom. 
John-Henry Charles of Oxford University was awarded £600 in May 2015  
Megan Gee, Birmingham University was awarded £550 from the GW Young Fund in December  2015 to investigate the 
development of Soufriere Hills volcano, Montserrat, based on a novel combination of analytical methods from onshore and 
offshore samples.  
 

11.   The President acknowledged that this year we have sent 7 members their 50 year plus certificates for 
continuous membership. The following have attained over 70 years membership (joined 1945): Anne 
Conolly, Rosemary Sales, Bernard Worssam. He finished by thanking all Officers of the Association, 
Executive Secretaries and Council Members as well as speakers and field trip leaders. The Presidential 
Badge of Office was handed over to Colin Prosser. 

 

Presidential Address for 2016 by Dr  Haydon Bailey – Foraminifera II: Planktonics – The free floating 
story.  
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We had another full programme with a total of 12 field meetings. Eddie Bailey’s meeting to Bardon 
Quarry had to be postponed and should now take place in 2018. 
The meetings were as follows: 
 
Geology of North Lincs Paul Hildreth 
Isle of Sheppey Fred Clouter 
S Wales Steve Howe 
Charnwood Forest Keith Ambrose 
Goring Gap Peter Worsley 
Canary Wharf Building Stones Ruth Siddall 
Wrens Nest  Colin Prosser 
Wealden Excursion Pete Austen 
Mimms Valley  Mike Howgate 
Canterbury Building Stones Geoff Downer 
Fossils in the City walk  Mike Howgate 
Selsey David Bone 
 
Attendee numbers were generally moderate with the notable exception of Peter Worsley’s Goring Gap 
meeting when over 100 attended. Perhaps we should look to organise more meetings involving boat trips 
and jazz bands! 
 
As always I am grateful to the leaders for their exertions on our behalf. Suggestions for subjects and 
leaders for future meetings will be more than welcome. 
 

UK FIELD MEETINGS 

Geoff Swann 
UK Field Meetings Secretary 

Wren’s Nest  June  2016 
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During the year there were 3 very successful trips overseas. 

In April Paul Nathaniel and Costas Xenophontos led a group of 12 participants to Cyprus a world 
famous location of a very well exposed ophiolite. The group were fortunate to have the two leaders 
both of whom have a detailed knowledge of the island. During the week of excursions on the island 
there was an emphasis on the ophiolite and the group were fortunate to visit some of the classical 
localities. In how many places can you put your finger on or near the Moho? In the Troodos the group 
were led through a sequence of an ophiolite from the depleted mantle harzburgites through gabbros 
and layered gabbros to a superb sheeted dyke complex and finally to excellent pillow lavas. On other 
days the deformed and altered rocks of the Triassic to Upper Cretaceous of the Mammonia complex 
emplaced above and adjacent to the Troodos and exploration of the Arakapas transform fault and the 
Cretaceous to Eocene sediments deposited against the Troodos complex were demonstrated by our 
leaders. Additional visits were to the impressive evaporite deposits of Miocene age formed during the 
Messinian salinity crisis, the impressive copper mines at Skouriotissa and aspects of engineering 
geology. 

Dave Martill led a coach trip to southern Germany in late June /early July. 16 participants enjoyed the 
8 day trip with Dave guiding the group to some world famous, quite stunning Lagerstätte sites. The 

first of these was to the World Heritage Site of Grube Messel with some spectacularly preserved 
mammalian fossils of Eocene age. Near Dotternhausen a visit to the Posidonia Shale and to the 
nearby Hauf Museum revealed the exceptional range of exquisitely preserved marine vertebrates, 
particularly ichthyosaurs. The paleontological visits were interrupted by an exploration of the 
delightful walled town of Nordlingen, visits to the small meteorite impact crater at Steinheim and the 
larger Ries crater. The last of the many exceptional localities the group visited with Dave was the 
famous Solnhofen quarries and museum. Among the many exquisite fossils from the Solnhofen 
Limestone have been a number of the link fossils between the reptiles and birds - Archaeopteryx. The 
return to the UK involved an overnight stay in Reims with its spectacular cathedral. 

Lanzarote and Furteventura was the last of the field trips for 2016. Hilary Downes of Birkbeck 
College assisted by Anja Lanin led a group of 13 participants. The main focus of the trip was in 
Lanzarote where volcanic activity commenced in Miocene times. During the week-long visit to the 

OVERSEAS FIELD MEETINGS 

 

Dave Martill giving instructions on how to cleave 
slabs with long knives  at Grube Messel 
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THE CURRY FUND 

island in September 2016 Hilary introduced the participants to the volcanic history of the island with the 
Miocene development of two shield volcanoes of Famara (north) and Ajaches (south), the much later large 
scale eruptions between 1730 and 1736 and a less significant event in 1824. The development of the shield 
volcanoes was well seen with many available sections particularly along the coast where highly 
impressive cliffs revealed a succession of multiple lava flows. Many of the flows had thick red bole layers 
indicating considerable time gaps between successive eruptions. During the post erosional history of the 
island was the development of many types of volcanic forms. Excellent examples of maars, cinder cones, 
tuff rings and spatter cones and many other volcanic features such as the extensive lava tubes were well 
seen on this volcanic island with a total of well over 700 volcanoes.  In neighbouring Fuerteventura the 
erosion and uplift has revealed older, deeper aspects of the Canary Islands volcanoes and a day trip to the 
island enabled Hilary to demonstrate these features. 

There was one trip that fell between the two categories of UK and Overseas trips. This was a trip to 
Glasgow organised by David and Ann Bone. It was originally intended as an overseas trip, continuing the 
series of museum trips they have organised. The switch to Glasgow allowed visits to two museums and a 
fossil store and the famous site of Carboniferous tree stumps at Victoria Park. On the Sunday the group 
joined with the local Glasgow Geological Society who led a superb trip around Loch Lomond. 

The GA are indebted to all the leaders of these trips who willingly gave their time and expertise to enable 
the enjoyment of members. We should also thank our travel agent who took great care in the logistics for 
the trips and in some cases made special travel arrangements for some participants. 

Ian Sutton 
Overseas Field Meetings Secretary 
 

The Committee received 28 applications at its four meetings in 2016.  Of these, 20 grants and one loan 
were agreed, amounting to some £30,558.00 offered during the year from a total of £52,458.40 requested. 
Seven applications were refused funding.  

A total of £30,524.19 was actually paid out in grants during the year, but this covered projects which had 
been awarded grants in previous years and had not been completed until sometime during 2016, and 
neither did it necessarily cover all projects which had been offered grants in 2016 if they had not been 
completed by the year end.  We require confirmation of the project’s completion before the grant is paid. 
The GA annual subvention from the Curry Fund was used in 2016 to pay for a revised edition of the 
Dorset Guide and reprinting of the Yorkshire Coast Guide which totalled £7,841 of the grants paid, 
meaning that £22,683.19 was paid out in ordinary grants. 

We had an interesting mix of applications which gave support to museums, organisations, universities, 
geology groups and individuals. Lyme Regis Development Trust was granted £500 towards its annual 
Fossil Festival, the University of Plymouth was awarded £584 towards its annual postgraduate student 
conference and Peter Kennett for Earth Learning Idea received a grant of £420 to support the website 
licensing for three years.  An application from Abigail Pate of Bristol University was offered a grant of 
£440 to create 3D printed fossil teeth of Ice Age mammals for use at public events. This was a first for us. 
Another new venture was support for an App for London Pavement Geology by Dave Wallis who received 
a grant of £1,500. Essex Rock and Mineral Society was awarded £1,000 for printing a fascinating wall 
chart of Pebbles of Essex and Beyond.  

We supported a number of leaflets and information boards including a geology trail leaflet by Friends of 
Ham Hill in memory of Hugh Prudden with a grant of £1,300; an information plaque in Berkhamstead 
(Herts) explaining the cluster of four blocks of Hertfordshire Puddingstone and Sarcenstone in the context 
of the area’s environmental heritage and a grant of £500 to Lewes Town Partnership for its brochure 
highlighting its Family Fossil Festival. Friends of Troopers Hill got a grant of £1,380 for its information 
boards about the site. A novel application was for a grant for a travelling photographic exhibition: ‘Raising 
Horizons - 200 years of trowelblazing women in the geosciences’. The organisation was awarded £2,000 
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and the exhibition is now on tour. 

Bristol Museums Development Trust was awarded £3,000 towards the display of its fossil Pliosaurus 
carpenteri. This will go on public display during the summer of 2017. Frome Museum received a 
grant of £1,500 towards a display of Pleistocene cave fossils from its collection: ‘The Story of 
Browne’s Hole Collection’. The Lion Salt Works Museum was awarded a grant of £1,872 towards 
the development of three display panels at the museum and new website content explaining the 
geology of the Cheshire Salt Plain. 

These examples give a real flavour of the range of applications we get for Curry Fund grants and we 
are fortunate that we can still, in this difficult economic climate, award grants. We are delighted that 
we can support such a wide and interesting range of projects in the geosciences. 

The Curry Fund is an important part of the Geologists’ Association and it enables us to support many 
geological initiatives which otherwise might not get funding from more academic granting bodies. It 
has a long and distinguished record of support for geoconservation and for projects to bring many 
aspects of geology to the public in established ways such as leaflets, information boards and museum 
displays. In addition we are supporting many projects that use electronic communications, embracing 
much that the 21st century offers in this regard. By our support for such a wide range of geological 
initiatives, we help people to understand just how important geology is in our lives. 

Susan Brown 

Curry Fund Secretary 

This was a very good year for Rockwatch.  We ran a wide range of field trips and events for members and 
the public; the annual Rockstar and Rock Writer competitions attracted some excellent entries and our 
Rockwatch magazine continued to attract high quality articles from academics, museum curators, students 
and current and former Rockwatch members, as well as from our two superb science editors. 

One of the highlights of the year was the launch of our new website on 19th May to much acclaim. We are 
delighted with it and our thanks go to its marvellous designers and managers. It has attracted many new 
members and changed the way much of our administrative work is done as well as being a showcase for our 
activities and events. We are slowly getting used to inputting content and doing some of the regular 
updating, much of which is done by Geraldine Marshall. The section for Former Rockwatchers is growing 
and enables us to maintain links with them and to showcase their current status and career options. My hope 
is that it will, in time, become a networking platform and an Alumni group.     

We ran field trips to a number of new sites including the Frodingham Ironstone Quarry near Scunthorpe and 
Mapperton Quarry in Dorset, and also to some long-time favourites including Bracklesham in Sussex, Lea 
Quarry in Shropshire, the annual South Wales weekend and our residential week on the World Heritage 
Jurassic Coast of Dorset and East Devon. These sites and others meant that members were offered a wide 
range of geological periods to explore as well as many different contemporary sites. We also had a 
marvellous time ‘Behind the Scenes’ in the Palaeontology Department at the Natural History Museum in 
London. 

Of the Rockwatch public events we ran, the Family Day with British Geological Survey colleagues at 
Keyworth at the end of Science Week was a great success. Many visitors return year on year to this event 
and we were delighted to have members, former members and parents willing to help us run a range of 
activities. Our public events concluded with the GA’s Festival of Geology in London in November which 
this year had more visitors than ever, including many Rockwatch members and their families who helped 
with our activities. We also had student helpers from Royal Holloway and Imperial College who were 
fantastic. 

The annual Rockstar competition demonstrated once again how talented the youngsters are who submitted 
entries. Judging the competition and seeing the astonishing range of entries is another highlight of the year. 

www.rockwatch.org.uk  
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 The competition sponsor, Anglo American Group Foundation (AAGF) hosted a day at its central London HQ 
for winners and their families. This was a wonderful opportunity for our members to share their achievements 
with practising geologists at AAGF and each other. It’s a day they will not forget and I’m sure will be an 
important entry in their CVs as they progress through their school years to the tertiary stage of their education 
and beyond. 

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to our dedicated volunteers and supporters. Their help ensures that we can 
give our members and the public an excellent range of geological activities throughout the year.  Volunteers 
include our two excellent Science Editors who ensure that the Rockwatch Magazine is our ‘showcase’ to the 
world. Other volunteers include the many geologists who tirelessly give their time and expertise leading field 
trips, everyone who helps at public events and those who write articles for the magazine.  

 Our administrative assistant/co-ordinator, Geraldine Marshall, is our only paid employee. She works part-time 
and is the first point of call for enquiries, giving a helpful and enthusiastic response to everyone she comes into 
contact with.  

Rockwatch simply could not exist without the generosity of its supporters (Statoil, AAGF, the UK Onshore 
Geophysical Laboratory, the Petroleum Group of the Geological Society and GeoEd) without whose faith and 
support we could not provide the range of activities for members and the public that we currently do.  And, 
thanks to their support we are able to keep our subscription rates low so that membership is an option for any 

child who wishes to join.   

For Rockwatch, 2016 was an 
excellent year. It is thanks to 
the enthusiastic support of our 
many volunteers and 
supporters that we can 
continue to provide such an 
interesting, exciting and varied 
programme of events for 
members and the public at 
large. They enable us help our 
members and the public to 
enjoy geological activities and 
to understand the importance 
of geology in all aspects of 
their lives. Every year I realise 
just what a privilege it is to be 
involved with such an 
enthusiastic group of 
volunteers and with the 
enthusiastic young members of 
Rockwatch, helping them to 

understand more about Planet Earth, and learning how they might manage its stewardship for future generations 
in due course, and 2016 was no exception. Thank you all for your help and support. 

Susan Brown 

Rockwatch Chair 

Dr Colin Prosser                            Dr Graham Williams 
President                                   Treasurer 

The Foregoing reports have been approved by the Council and signed on their behalf 

Rockwatchers on South wales 
Field trip 
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GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION LOCAL GROUPS 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
www.cambsgeology.org 

In the spring of 2016 the Cambridgeshire Geology Club decided to change its name to become a Society. 
After a period in the doldrums and the loss of a number of important committee members we needed an 
update. This has involved restructuring the group and combining it with the Geosites team within the new 
Society. We now have a larger committee which meets regularly. 

We have had a good variety of talks during the year from very scientific subjects to more general topics of 
local interest. This autumn one of our members contributed a talk from his own experience in exploration 
geology looking for gold in Ireland, another researched the industrial history of a nearby village (Burwell) 
while another introduced us to gemmology. We are very fortunate to have such talent in our midst. 

We have manned a stall at local events on no less than 6 occasions to spread the interest in landscape and 
geology in and around Cambridge, highlighting the Fen Edge which we have been studying. 

The Society had a field visit to Nine Wells Reserve just south of Cambridge not far from the ever expanding 
Bio-Medical Campus. This is a unique place where water surfaces from the Totternhoe Stone Formation and 
in the 17th  Century was carried in a conduit dug to carry clean fresh water to the City of Cambridge. It is 
known as Hobson’s Conduit. We are anxious that it should not be swallowed by nearby development. Our 
website has been updated and keeps people aware of what is going on geologically in the district.  
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 DORSET GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION GROUP 
www.dorsetgeologistsassociation.com 

2016 was another busy year for DGAG members. January is always marked by the A.G.M. which is then 
followed by a talk on a geological theme. This year we enjoyed a talk on ‘Meteorites’ by two members who 
have travelled extensively in Arizona – crater country!  We have enjoyed a range of field trips, both to our 
local WHS, the Jurassic Coast, and further afield. In February we looked at the flood defences on the River 
Stour at Blandford, where we had an interesting tour led by the Environment Agency. This was followed up 
with a look at building stones in Blandford. In March, Geoff Townson showed us some of the fascinating 
Jurassic geology at Eypes Mouth followed by some inland geology and geomorphology at Eggardon.  

This year’s residential trip in April was based in Shropshire, with leaders from the Shropshire Geological 
Society. On the Saturday, we looked at the varied hard-rock geology, visiting classic sites including Comley 
Quarry, Carding Mill Valley, the Longmynd and the Stiperstones. We finished the day with some economic 
geology at The Bog Centre, 
formerly a lead and barytes 
mining operation. On the 
Sunday we studied the fluvial 
and glacial geomorphology of 
the Severn Valley, which was a 
fascinating contrast to the 
previous day’s sites. The DGAG 
then ran a very busy stall for 
visitors to the annual Fossil Fair 
at Lyme Regis in May. One of 
our members, Bob Chandler 
(better known as Mr. Inferior 
Oolite!) ran a brilliant trip in 
June looking at the geological 
SSSI’s of Frogden Quarry and 
Louse Hill.  We were astonished 
at the huge belemnites, 
nautiloids and ammonites found 
here, which Bob describes as a 
lagerstatten for Inferior Oolite. 
As usual, we had the 
Chairman’s Picnic in July, based at Portesham Quarry and including a fascinating walk around the villages of 
Portesham and Corton. We were interested to see many sarsen stones in the village, including a huge one in 
the churchyard. Alan, our Chairman then led another walk in August around the East Weares of Portland. The 
section is ignored by most field-guides, but we were shown clear sections through the Upper Jurassic strata, 
from the Kimmeridge Clay to the Lower Purbeck beds. 

In the autumn we had several events, including a day visit to the Mendips in October. This was followed by 
our annual ‘Holiday Rocks’ series of talks by members on their geological highlights from trips to Kenya, 
Morocco and the western U.S.A. Many of our members then attended the GA Annual Conference in late 
October on the Isle of Portland. An informative series of short talks on the Friday was followed by field-trips 
on the Saturday. One of these was to the newly-opened Steve Etches Collection at Kimmeridge. This is an 
absolute ‘must see’ and was combined with a walk around Kimmeridge Bay. In November we had the annual 
dinner in Dorchester which proved very successful. Sam Scriven gave the after-dinner talk which gave us an 
insight into the work of the Jurassic Coast team. Sam also gave us an amusing quiz on Dippy the Diplodocus 
which is heading to Dorset next year!  The Christmas Workshop in December provided a great opportunity for 
members to socialise and discuss ‘matters geological’ as well as having an enjoyable seasonal lunch. 

We continue to promote the study and appreciation of geology through our visits, events, newsletter, local 
contacts, Facebook Group and website. We are already planning a busy programme for 2017 and look forward 
to seeing more ‘geological gems’! 

The Chairman’s Picnic at Portesham Quarry - 
some of the group with a thrombolite ‘log’.  
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 ESSEX ROCK & MINERAL SOCIETY 
www.erms.org  

Our membership list stood at 66 individuals at the end of September 2016. Our Affiliation to the Geologists’ 
Association is aided by the fact that 16 ERMS members are also GA members. 

We have enjoyed a good range of talks, on London building stones, the AHOB Project, Salt, Minerals at the 
NHM, the Essex Wildlife Trust, Essex fossils, and the amazing lives of Crinoids. Thanks again to our 
Secretary Ros Mercer for organising this programme. The success of the Members' Evenings was due to the 
efforts of several enthusiastic members. Tuesday attendance was generally 25 to 30, peaking at 41. Visitors 
paid £4 for attendance, which boosted Society funds. Our DIY display has been in constant use and the 
displays of members’ rocks, fossils, crystals, holiday finds, have provided a lot of interest and added to the 
‘buzz’ each month.  

10 of the 11 planned trips took place. Some trips were well attended; Walton and Bull’s Lodge being popular 
as usual. The majority of participants were from other clubs or joined in as guests; several trips were low on 
numbers. Thanks go to David Turner for finding and organising suitable sites to visit. 

The ERMS Essex Gem and Mineral Show in February was a great success with an attendance similar to last 
year’s. Stallholders were happy with the sales and the help received in setting up and taking down – members' 
help is still very much appreciated all round. Ros and Ian Mercer set up an ERMS exhibit at the November 
GA Festival of Geology; entitled ‘Findlings’, this Essex ice erratics exhibit showed specimens provided by 
ERMS members and the Essex Field Club. The display was also shown at Essex Field Club and the ERMS 
Gem and Mineral Show. Family days were run with help from a number of ERMS members at Essex Field 
Club, Green Centre and at Chelmsford Museum and a school day was run at Braintree Museum by Ros and 
Ian Mercer. The publicity leaflet print-run has lasted the year and helped maintain visibility. Members 
attending mineral shows around the country also distribute our leaflets. The ERMS website was updated with 
current activity lists and news. Regular external communication has been received through the website, 
including enquiries for membership, advice on specimens and requests for talks and displays. 

The Greenwood Award was presented this year to Alistair Rickards who has given many years of support in 
acting as examiner of ERMS annual accounts for its November AGM. Thanks go to all who have contributed 
in all ways, great and small, to the successful continuation of ERMS through this 50th year of the Society. 

 

ERMS Thames Display at Festival 
of Geology 2016 
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 FARNHAM GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
www.farnhamgeosoc.org.uk 

The Farnham Geological Society chose Scotland for its long trip in 2016. Scotland is a very nice place to 
visit to see ancient and complicated geology and also for the wonderful scenery—if the weather is fine, 
which it was, and if there are no midges, which there weren't. The society stayed in the far north west of 
Scotland for 4 days visiting many world famous sites, including Laxford Bridge and Knockan Crag. The 
photo is of old Oldshoremore, a few miles from our hotel. Here, granodiorite had been metamorphosed and 
then intruded by Scourie dykes. The photo indicates well the compexity of the rocks. We then moved to 
Tongue in the north east for 4 more days. This was the longest residential field trip this year, enjoyed by 20 
people. Earlier in the year, in April, there was a 4 day visit to South Pembrokeshire and in June, 2 days at 
Bridgenorth, Kinver Edge and Wren's Nest. Day trips were to the National History Museum, Riddlesdown, 
the Mole valley, Smokejacks and the Tisbury anticline. Graham Williams, although retired as field 
secretary, continued to do the geological part of these trips and was assisted by other members with the 
“admin” which is the less interesting part of the organisation.  

Janet Catchpole continues to arrange some excellent speakers for our monthly lectures. Following the AGM 
in January, two members gave their account of a recent visit to New Zealand followed in February by John 
Henry talking on the History of Geological Maps, which was relevant as it 200 years since William Smith 
first drew his map. In March, Dr Robert Hall spoke on the Geology of South East Asia and in April Dr 
Phillip Collins talked on Sinkholes in South East England. Dr Richard Selley in May told us about Wealden 

petroleum exploration and 
surprised many with the 
number of oil and gas fields 
in the Weald. June saw Chris 
Green talking on Milling and 
Sharpening after which in 
July, Graham Williams told 
the group of the Day the 
Earth nearly Died and Susan 
Williams described a recent 
holiday they had taken, 
cruising the Scottish Islands, 
again, in perfect weather. 
After the August break, 
lectures re commenced with 
Dr Hilary Downes speaking 
about Meteorites and 
Asteroids. In November, 
Ediacaran fossils was the 

topic by Dr Alex Lui and finally Dr John Cosgrove talked on Nuclear Waste disposal. 

The written display for the GA Festival of Geology was prepared by Graham and Susan Williams. On the 
day of the festival, Sally Pritchard set up the display indicating from where a number of rocks had come. 
The display was of the field trip to Scotland and that to Bridgenorth and Kinver Edge. Sally, Janet 
Catchpole, John Willams and Judith Wilson were in attendance all day and a number of FGS members also 
visited.  

Most of the committee members remain in their positions, apart from Alan Witts who decided to retire from 
the committee. Graham Williams is chairman and field trip representative ably assisted by Susan, and Janet 
Catchpole continues to find some inspiring speakers. Liz Aston works hard assembling the newsletter and 
Sally Pritchard as membership secretary manages to keep track of all the new and current members. Mike 
Weaver is in charge of the sound system for lectures and Peter Norgate kindly stepped in to manage the 
computer and projector when Alan Witts left the committee. Peter Luckham continues as treasurer and 
Judith Wilson as secretary. Membership at the last count was 106 with many visitors this year, most of 
which discovered the society via the website maintained by Mike Weaver. There is an average of 46 at each 
lecture meeting and 19 for field trips. 

Metamorphosed granodiorite 
intruded by Scourie dykes, 
Oldshoremore, NW Scotland  
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 GEOLANCASHIRE 
www.geolancashire.org.uk 

Our year began as usual in January when the Annual General Meeting was followed by a talk on the geology 
of Japan, given by Peter del Strother, who been a member of a GA excursion to Japan, led by Michael Ridd in 
2011. In February Lesley Collins gave a talk on the geology of the Isle of Mull, while our March meeting was 
given over to a discussion of the criteria used to select and notify Local Geodiversity Sites. Work continues to 
monitor LGS in the county, update interpretation of these sites and to respond to planning applications 
affecting sites of geological interest. Dr John Knight, President of the Yorkshire Geological Society gave a 
talk in April, on the subject of his specialism, Coal Measure flora. This was followed in June by a field 
excursion, advertised as part of YGS’s Geology Month and led by Peter del Strother and Jennifer Rhodes. 
The excursion was well attended by members of GeoLancashire and YGS and began at Dinckley Gorge 
where a tilted sequence of Namurian rock strata is exposed in the river bank. By the time this part of the visit 
was completed, the weather had become extremely wet and the party retreated to the café at Clitheroe Castle 
Museum for lunch and an ‘indoor field trip’ until the rain eased a little and we walked to the castle keep to try 
to view the landscape, sadly hidden in low cloud. A number of brave souls continued with a walk along the 
Ribble to Hanson’s cement works quarry viewing platform with explanatory display boards designed by the 
excursion’s leaders. In July, we were the guests of Hanson at their Penmaenmawr quarry where a small group 
was taken on an extensive tour of the site, as shown in the photograph. This was followed in the afternoon by 
an investigation of the Conwy Rhyolites, led by Jonathan Wilkins of the North Wales Geology Group. In 
August, a visit to Crummack Dale in Craven, was led by Alan Harrison, a member of GeoLancashire. Later in 
the month, Lesley Collins, also a member of GeoLancashire, led an excellent visit to the Aysgarth/Askrigg 
area to investigate the Yoredale Series. 

Several projects in preparation include the latest edition of North West Geologist, a collaboration between 
Manchester Geological Association, Liverpool Geological Society and GeoLancashire. Plans are in hand to 
complete the Ribble Valley Geotrail Guides with help from members of the Yorkshire Geological Society. 
An urban geotrail investigating the building stones of Lancashire’s former county town, Lancaster, is nearing 
completion. 

An aerial view of Penmaenmawr Quarry, North Wales 
visited by members of GeoLancashire  
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 HARROW AND HILLINGDON GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
www.hhgs.org.uk 

This has been a somewhat sad year for our Society with the death of Bob Symes, our Chairman and Founder, 
in May. We were pleased that a good number of our members had visited Sidmouth the previous year and 
were able to see him. He will be sorely missed. 

Fortunately our Vice President, Dave Brook, agreed to take over as president. 

On the plus side we had an extremely successful two-week exhibition at Uxbridge in the Spring. We had some 
visitors saying that they were ‘amazed’ and ‘astounded’ by the extent of the content and how good it was. We 
even had an appreciative visitor phoning up Classic FM! We had our usual school visitors and, for the first 
time, we had a group of visually impaired visitors who enjoyed being able to feel our ‘hands-on’ rock and 
fossil specimens, even getting down to feel the large ammonites that we had on the floor. 

We have also had a number of short field meetings and our full quota of evening meetings. 

Near the end of the July a group of members joined up with members of the Woolhope Club for a two-week 
visit to France and Germany which was led by Paul Olver. This was an excellent trip with very good weather. 
We were very busy visiting, among other things, the Nӧrdlinger Ries Crater, the Messel Pit with the important 
Eocene remains, Eichstätt where the first archaeopteryx was found, the Eifel volcanic region and finished up in 
the Idar Oberstein gem centre. 

We had previously looked at holding a Geolab event in 2017 and, as a town society, our original plan was to 
have an identification day for local building stones. Locating a suitable venue, however, was proving difficult 
and having done some research into the facilities available we felt that we were no longer able to carry this out.  
Our decision was reinforced recently when we had a fossil identification stall at a local shopping centre for the 
National Fossil Day when, despite having put in an enormous amount of work going round the centre, 
photographing and identifying the fossils and preparing a fossil identification leaflet we had little interest from 
adults. 

HHGS, Woolhope Club and Teme Valley Geological Society 
at Wimereux, near Boulogne-sur-Mer, July 2016. 
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 HERTFORDSHIRE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
www.hertgeolsoc.ology.org.uk 

Matthew Saker-Clark started 2016 by taking us to warmer climes with ‘Early Jurassic Palaeoenvironmental 
Change: A North African Perspective’, this was followed by something a little more local ‘Mapping the 
spectacular Valley Patterns of Hertfordshire’ given by Prof. Peter Friend. In April Prof. Alastair Fraser 
gave the Percy Evans Lecture on ‘Shale Gas from the Carboniferous of Northern England’ and in May we 
heard Dr Colin Summerhayes explain ‘Earth's climate evolution, from Greenhouse to Icehouse’. June saw 
Dr Bill McGuire talking about ‘The Tambora eruption of 1815’ and July Dr Susannah Maidment on 
'Dinosaur biodiversity gradients in deep time'. Our summer event with H&MWT on the 'The Water table' 
included three water related talks in the morning, a picnic in the park followed  by a walk down the Ver 
Valley led by Ver Valley Society members. After the summer break a change in job for our speaker meant 
a change to the advertised talk with Dr James Lawrence instead introducing us to ‘Chalk and coastal cliff 
slope instability’. This was followed by Prof. Douglas Robinson talking about the 'Geological evolution of 
the North American cordillera'. It was almost standing room only for our last two talks of the year with Dr 
Steve Banham bring us up-to-date on the exploration of one of our near neighbours ‘Mars the bringer of 
water’ and Dr Chris Stringer taking us through 'Britain: One million years of the human story'. 

Our AGM in March took much longer than usual due to the need to discuss the doubling of the room venue 
fee, which meant either a significant rise in membership fees or finding an alternative location for our 
evening lectures. After presenting the options, the meeting was opened to the floor and after discussion the 
membership decided to increase membership fees to cover the increase in hire costs. 

Our field trips started in February with a building stone walk with a difference. It was done in stocking feet 
and the group had prayers said for them during it. We were with Dr Ruth Siddall looking at the Sanctuary 
Pavement in Westminster Abbey. This was followed in March with a local half-day trip to Ridge to 
investigate the industrial geology of the area, led by member Mike Howgate. In May we took a coach to 
Denbies Wine Estate, where after a lecture by Prof. Dick Selley on 'The Geologic and Climatic Control on 
Two Millennia of English Viticulture' we had a tour of the winery and a tasting session before lunch and a 
tour of the estate after. We then moved onto Dorking, where the group split into two, with half going 
around the museum while the other half went down the caves, before swapping over. Our final field trip at 
the end of September, beginning of October was a three day exploration of the North Norfolk Coast led by 
our current President Dr Charlie Bristow.  

 

 

HGS visit to Westminster Abbey with Dr Ruth Siddall 
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 THE KIRKALDY SOCIETY 
Alumni of Queen Mary College Geology Department 

Chairman: Mr R A D Markham, Meetings Secretary: Mr M E Howgate, Membership Secretary: Mrs S M 
Greenwood, Newsletter Editor: Dr I Sims, Treasurer: Mr C Walker. Contact: Susan Greenwood, 7 Vernon 
Crescent, East Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN4 8QG.  Tel: 020 8449 6614.  E-mail: kirksoc@sky.com. 

Our activities this year were limited to an Annual Dinner in London in April, a joint field trip with the GA to 
the Mimms Valley around Water End in Hertfordshire in July, commemorating one held 80 years ago by two 
GA stalwarts, the then Mr J F Kirkaldy and Dr S W Wooldridge, and our AGM at Queen Mary in 
November.  Our Meetings Secretary, Mike Howgate, also led two other GA field trips in London, one for 
Rockwatch on City of London Buildings Stones on a lovely sunny day in the summer (see GA Magazine, June 
2016) and one for GA members on Fossils in the City in September.  The year also saw the retirement of our 
long-standing Newsletter Editor, Dave Greenwood, after 18 years sterling service. 

 

Mike Howgate showing Dinosaur footprint in the City of London 
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 MOLE VALLEY GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
www.mvgs.org.uk  

The Mole Valley Geological Society is running into serious trouble. Over the last decade membership has 
doubled from 40 to 90 and attendance at meetings from about a dozen to 50-60. We may have to move to larger 
premises and are considering the need to interview applicants for membership to assess their suitability.  

The programme of lectures has ranged, as usual, from archaeology to astronomy. In January MVGS President 
Dick Selley talked on Wealden petroleum: Past, present & prospective. In February Dr P Wigley spoke on 
William Smith. In March Dr Tracy Kivell talked on the weird Homo naledi. In April Dr Matt Genge spoke on 
the Geology of Comets and in May Dr Rebecca Bell asked ‘Did the Earth move for you?’ In November 
Professor Chris Jackson talked on amazing salt. We held our traditional Midsummer and Christmas Soirées of 
micro-lecturettes accompanied by Pimms & nibbles and mulled wine and mince pies respectively. 

In March Jim Harvey & Dick Selley led an expedition to study the geology of Dorking’s famous South Street 
caves, and in June John Lonergan led a trip to the Cuckmere valley. In September MVGS member Mark Eller 
led a field trip to South Devon. The Annual Dinner in October immediately follows the AGM and has the effect 
of reducing AoB admirably. 

It is sad to report that we have lost two of our long time members: Jim Dalmon and Professor Rex Davis – both 
members of the GA too.  

 

MVGS membership graph shows looming crisis of too many members to accommodate in 
current lecture hall 
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 NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE GROUP OF THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION  
www.esci.keele.ac.uk/nsgga 

We have membership representing just under 80 people. In 2016 each lecture meeting was attended by 40% to 50% of 
members and also attracted students from Keele University. Our programme included both lectures and field trips. 

Much appreciated lectures were given by: Professor Jim Rose (Royal Holloway, University of London) “Quaternary 
Rivers and Glaciers in Midland England – conflicting views and observable evidence”; Professor Hugh Rollinson 
(University of Derby) “The growth of the Continental Crust over geological time: from consensus to controversy”; Dr 
Ian Stimpson (University of Keele, NSGGA Chairman) “Tales of Middle Earth”; and Dr Vanessa Banks (British 
Geological Survey) 'Landslides and the work of the British Geological Survey'. Professor David Harper (Durham 
University) gave the 16th Wolverson Cope Lecture “On the cusp of animal domination: The Cambrian Explosion in 
North Greenland”. 

Fieldtrips included a visit to Martley hosted by Teme Valley Geological Society and Dr Ian Stimpson (NSGGA) led a 
weekend trip to Anglesey. Three outdoor meetings continued the successful co-operation with East Midlands Geological 
Society. An evening walk in Buxton was led by Albert Benghiat (EMGS), a full day trip to examine the Brassington 
Formation in the High Peak District was led by Dr Jim Riding (BGS) and a visit to Ashover was led by Colin Bagshaw 
(EMGS). 

Janet and David Osborn attended the Local Groups meeting of the GA in London. Our Christmas Social featured a wine 
tasting and lecture by Dr Roger Suthren (Derby University) “Geology, landscape and wine in Southern France”. 

The John Myers Awards for Keele University Geology students’ projects were administered by a NSGGA sub-
committee chaired by Diane Lawrence. The winner in the Third Year Mapping Project category was Emma Jayne 
Stockton with joint runners up Charlotte Priddy and Daniel Scully. In the MGeoscience Project award went to Amy 
Victoria Regis with Julia Catherine Bond the runner up. Ann Myatt, John Myers’ daughter, has kindly agreed to continue 
to part fund these awards. Winners received £150 plus an engraved medal and the runners up received a cheque for £50.   

Liaison between GeoConservation Staffordshire and the NSGGA is ongoing and there have been site clearance and 
maintenance events attended by some members including preparation of two sites in Staffordshire prior to visits by 
members of the Subcommission for Carboniferous Stratigraphy. Links with another local society were developed 
through joining with the Cheshire and NW group of Royal Geographical Society on a visit to the Lion Salt Works at 
Northwich.   

At the 2016 AGM Dr Stuart Egan was elected to take on the role of Vice Chairman and thanks were expressed to Dr 
Patrick Cossey for his work over the previous four years as Chairman and Vice Chairman. Thanks were expressed to the 
following officers of the committee for their continued work: Dr Ian Stimpson, Chairman, Bulletin Editor and 

GeoConservation Staffordshire Liaison 
Officer; Barbara Kleiser, General 
Secretary; Tony Marks, Treasurer; David 
Osborn, Membership Secretary; Peter 
Jones, Speakers Secretary; Steve Alcock, 
Field Secretary. They have been ably 
supported by elected committee members, 
Eileen Fraser, John Reynolds, Janet Osborn 
(Minutes Secretary), Lloyd Boardman and 
Patrick Cossey. It was with sadness that the 
death of honorary committee member Dr 
Colin Exley was recorded. A member since 
1952, he was remembered for his active 
participation in running NSGGA as a past 
Chairman (1959-61, 1973-74, 1984-85), 
Treasurer and committee member and 
especially for his encouragement to fellow 
members. We would like to thank all 
members, speakers and field trip leaders 
and look forward to another year of 
involvement in the promotion of 
geology to the general public as well as 
ourselves.  

 

Red Wharf Bay, Anglesey May 2016 
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 READING GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
https://readinggeology.org.uk 

The first event of each year is our AGM and members evening.  The AGM reported membership remaining steady 
at about 60  and finances being relatively healthy. David Riley gave the members’ presentation on the geology of 
New Zealand and we all brought food and drink to contribute to a buffet supper. We held nine Monday lecture 
meetings in the University of Reading throughout 2016  nd welcomed: Dr Philippa J Mason  - Exploration using 
remote sensing in Greenland, Dr Colin Summerhayes  - Earth's Climate Evolution, Dr Peter Skelton  - Carbonate 
platforms of the Early Cretaceous, Professor Christopher Jackson  - Terra Infirma, what has salt tectonics ever 
done for us? Dr Kathryn Kavanagh - Mineral Exploration in Africa, In particular the Dem. Rep. of the Congo, 
Jonathan Gammon  - Ground Investigation (GI) for HS2 Phase One,   Dr Paul Olver - Impact Earth, a look at 
meteorite impacts through time and Dr Nick Longrich - Giant marine reptiles & whales during the Eocene-
Oligocene cooling event. In March our President,  Professor Peter Worsley gave his annual address, this time on 
the “Geology of the diversion of the River Kennet via the Sulham Gap” and provided drinks and nibbles. We held 
two evening geological rambles in the summer to see sink hole features in the Curridge area with Dr Clive 
Edmonds and to Hambledon valley to examine chalk geomorphology with Alison Barraclough. 

Our Monday lectures and rambles are well supported with an average turnout of about 35 to 40, mostly members 
but sometimes we attract non-members and try to encourage their return and to join! Roger Lloyd and now Roger 
Hurley and Sue Barr are responsible for our interesting lectures programme. Monthly field meetings are again 
organised by a team, David Ward, Carole 
Gregory and Edmund Shirley. We always start 
the year with an indoor meeting at 
David’s house where we cut and polish rocks, 
have quizzes, lunch and good geological 
conversations. In February, March and 
April we visited  Riddlesdown Quarry, 
the Green Chain Geotrail and Martley. In 
May we had an excellent weekend with 
Rory Mortimore in east Yorkshire. In June 
we had a joint field meeting with the GA on 
the “Caversham Princess” through the 
Goring Gap led by Peter Worsley, an 
excellent day involving geology, 
walks, lunch, a 7 piece jazz band, a bar 
and the beautiful Thames scenery. This 
venture attracted over a 100 attendees, a 
goodly number! In July and August we 
went to Dorset and the Forest of Dean and 
in September, 20 of us went to Brittany for a week led by Doug Robinson. The geology was excellent and part of 
the week we stayed in a “grand chateau”, which added to the enjoyment. In October and November, we visited 
Banbury and Wiltshire and the last meeting of the year is always an organised museum visit where we go “behind 
the scenes”, this year was the Lapworth Museum. Longer field meetings always attract numbers of 20 to 25; day 
meetings usually have a core group of about 12 to 15. 

We are pleased to be involved with the initiative of “SchoolRocks!” with the GA - Alison Barraclough and David 
Ward are early promoters of this scheme. Our Newsletter, available to all on the website, is brilliantly edited by 
Carole Gregory and published six a year. We have a stand every year at the GA Festival manned by a few 
stalwarts. The RGS website proves invaluable for advertising and reporting on our activities -  we are very proud 
of it and the work Malcolm Butler does as webmaster. Ailsa Davies as chairman with support of David Riley, 
Hilary Jensen and Roger York enthusiastically deal with the running of the society with great support from 
members. 2017 is our 40th anniversary and we are holding an afternoon party for all our members and friends, 
past and present, at a barn near the K-T unconformity exposure! 

 

Britanny Field Meeting 
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 SOUTH WALES GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 
Cymdeithas y Daearegwyr – Grwp de Cymru 

www.swga.org.uk 

The Committee met on 4 occasions throughout the year to review the financial position, the Health & Safety 
Policy and Procedures, the planning for future of events and involvement in activities run by other 
Organisations in order to promote the Group. An Incident report form was introduced to assist in the annual 
Health and safety review.  

During Autumn 2016 season there were 3 indoor lecture meetings with an average attendance of 41: 
Webleau Structure in Missouri by Prof Kevin Evans, Gold rush prospecting by Jim Richards and From the 
Depths: Cave precipitates by Prof Ian Fairchild. 

The field season began in April with a visit to the Lliw Valley led by Geraint Owen. In  May Stephen Howe 
led two days of trips to Ogmore-Dunraven Bay and Penarth-St Marys Well Bay and  we also went to see the 
alabaster of Penarth & Cardiff with Mike Statham.  June took us to Penwyllt & Henrhyd led by Gareth 
George, July to Castlemartin West with Sid Howells and August to the ORS of Monmouth & Ross with John 
Davies. In September Dave Green took us further afield to the Cotswold Escarpment and in October  we 
visited The Marginal Jurassic of Ogmor with Peter Hodges. The average attendance was 20. 

In January a successful ‘Holiday Geology’ attended by 43 members was held in the National Museum of 
Wales with 9 talks by members and a Review of the Year from Stephen Howe.  In May, Stephen Howe led a 
walk as part of the Vale of Glamorgan Waking Festival.  The Group mounted a stall at both the Family Day 
held during the Geopark Festival in May at Craig-y-Nos and at the Out of the Woods Festival in Sophia 
Gardens, Cardiff, in July.  The Group also put on a Fossil Bash at the National Trust premises at Tredegar 
Park, Newport, in the morning for the National Trust Nature Explorer Scheme and for the general public in 
the afternoon.  Stephen Howe ran a Rockwatch weekend to Blaenavon and Gilwern Hill that was attended by 
32 children and their families.  In November, 5 members of the Group attended the Festival of Geology in 
London. The theme for the stall this year was Coal Measure Plants based on the newly printed information 
leaflet, which has been designed and drawn for the Group by Rhian Kendall, with specimens borrowed from 
the National Museum of Wales. 

The Group maintained its website and its Twitter & Facebook pages with up-to-date entries concerning its 
events.  A Newsletter was issued on 4 occasions and distributed electronically to the majority of the 
membership, the remainder receiving a paper copy.  We have 154 members. Thanks go to all our Speakers 
and Field Trip Leaders, to the National Museum Cardiff, and to Swansea and Cardiff Universities for their 
continued support in the use of their facilities. 

 
 

 

Lliw Valley Looking at Pennant sandstone 
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David Bone with the frozen WSGS at Bosham 
Church. 

WEST OF ENGLAND GROUP OF THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 
www.wega.org.uk 

The 2015-16 lecture programme started with our annual visit from Professor Brian Williams, who gave us a talk 
entitled ‘The Escuminac Enigma – a fishy tale’, about the years he spent working in North East Canada, an 
interesting view of the geology of that area. In November Dr Tony Waltham came over from Nottingham to give us 
a lecture on the Salt Terrains of Iran, accompanied by his fascinating slides. Three of the University of Bristol PhD 
students gave us a round up of their research projects in December, which were very interesting as usual.  Dr Mary 
Benton organised this for us and was rewarded with a bottle of Bombay Sapphire gin. (The students were rewarded 
with book tokens as is the norm for us). January saw our best attended lecture of the year, our numbers being 
swollen by a party of students from Wells Cathedral School, with their teachers.  Professor Steve Sparks lecture on 
‘Volcanoes and Society’. In a change to the published programme, Dr Matt Watson gave us a lecture in February, 
also with a volcanic theme to begin with, although he went on to discuss the role of Geologists and engineering in 
attempting to mitigate the effects of environmental change. In March Professor Paul Wright popped over from the 
National Museum of Wales to give us a lecture on ‘Brazil’s bizarre pre-salt oil fields’. 

Our major field trip of the year 
was in June, when Dr Doug 
Robinson, our Chairperson, lead a 
trip to the North West USA, to 
study the geological evolution of 
that area.  Many thanks to Graeme 
Churchard for the fantastic photos, 
which we will be viewing at this 
year’s AGM.  The attached picture 
of Yellowstone is one of his, not a 
still from the recent series on the 
area! Other field trips have been 
very low in numbers, some having 
to be cancelled due to lack of 
interest.  Our membership totals 
about fifty, but we are quite 
‘mature’, and our Field Secretary’s 
position has been vacant for many 
years now. 

 

 

 Low Falls, Yellowstone, USA. 
Photo Graeme Churchard 
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 WEST SUSSEX GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
www.wsgs.org.uk 

Chairman: John Lonergan, Deputy Chairman: Robert Robelou, Secretary: Elizabeth Steel, Treasurer: Dennis 
Corlett, Field Trip Secretary: John Lonergan: Membership Secretary: Val Anniston. 

Founded in 1977, we have 71 members from West Sussex and beyond. We run field trips here and further afield, 
and hold regular lectures in Worthing on all aspects of geology. We publish our journal Outcrop twice a year. 
This year we have had lectures on a very wide range of topics, from both visiting speakers and our own members; 
The Earth’s Core - Prof. John Brodholt, February A.G.M.  Followed by cheese and wine, Metal Mining in Britain 
– the Legacy and the Future - Dr David Alderton, Cretaceous Geology of the Chilterns - Dr Haydon Bailey, A 
Geological perspective on Global Warming - Dr Colin Summerhayes,  Borehole Drilling and Site Exploration-
Bob Robelou Dando, Mineral Deposits of the Rare Earth Elements - Dr Martin Smith, Silcrete & Cenozoi c 
Landscape Evolution in Southern Britain. Dr Stewart Ullyott, Shale Oil & Gas Success; it all began in the rocks -
Tony Grindrod, December Members Xmas Meeting and a talk on Greenland Geology from David Bone. 

Our field trips in 2016 covered building stones, landscape, fossils, historical geology – and the underlying 
geology. In addition to our annual May long weekend field trip to the Padarn and Bangor Ridges in Snowdonia, 
joint with the Woolhope Society and led by Dave Green, we ran eight day field trips: Haslemere Museum, 
including the Geike collection, 14th Annual Downland Walk. Tony Brook, Committee Stone Trail (evening) –
Tarring, Building stones of St Nicholas church, Old Shoreham - David Bone, Building stones of Holy Trinity 
church, Bosham - David Bone. In addition we held our annual displays at the Worthing Library and the GA 
Reunion. We are also involved with the Worthing Heritage Trails to ensure geology is included in these. We are 
very grateful to all our speakers and Field trip leaders and we welcome everyone (expert, novice or somewhere in 
between) with an interest in any aspect of geology. 

  

David Bone with the frozen WSGS at Bosham Church. 
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STATEMENT OF COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES AND DISCLOSURE TO AUDITOR 
FOR THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees Report and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice). 
 
The law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for 
each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and the incoming resources 
and application of resources of the charity for that period.   
 
In preparing the financial statements the trustees are required to: 
 
- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 
- observe the methods and principles in the charity’s SORP;  

 
- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
 
- state whether applicable accounting standards have been explained in the financial statements; 
 
- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 

charity will continue in operation. 
 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with reasonable accuracy at 
any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with 
the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports) Regulations and provisions of the trust deed.  They 
are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
 
In so far as the trustees are aware: 
 
- there is no relevant audit information of which the charity’s auditors are unaware, and 
 
- the trustees have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any relevant 

audit information and to establish that the auditors are aware of that information. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE GEOLOGISTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We have audited the financial statements of The Geologists’ Association for the year ended 31 December 2016 
which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, and the related notes on pages 6 to 16. 
The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law United Kingdom 
Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 
This report is made solely to charity’s trustees, as a body, in accordance with the Charities Act 2011.  Our audit 
work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charity’s members those matters we are required to state 
to them in an auditors’ report and for no other purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept 
or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the charity’s trustees as a body, for our audit work, 
for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditor 
 
As explained more fully in the Trustees’ Responsibilities Statement set out on page 1, the trustees are responsible 
for the preparation of financial statements which give a true and fair view. 
 
We have been appointed as auditor under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with 
regulations made under section 154 of that Act. Our responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the 
financial statements in accordance with applicable law and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland).  
Those standards require us to comply with the Auditing Practices Board’s [APB’S] Ethical Standards for Auditors. 
 
Scope of the audit of the financial statements 
 
An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements sufficient to 
give reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material misstatement, whether caused by 
fraud or error.  This includes an assessment of: whether the accounting policies are appropriate to the charity’s 
circumstances and have been consistently applied and adequately disclosed; the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by the trustees; and the overall presentation of the financial statements.  In addition, 
we read all the financial and non-financial information in the Trustees Annual Report to identify material 
inconsistencies with the audited financial statements.  If we become aware of any apparent material 
misstatements or inconsistencies we consider the implications for our report. 
 
 Opinion on financial statements 
 
In our opinion the financial statements: 
 
• give a true and fair view of the state of the charity’s affairs as at 31 December 2016, and of its income and 

application of income for the year then ended; 
 

• have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice; 
and 
 

• have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE GEOLOGISTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Matters on which we are required to report by exception 
 
We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Charities Act 2011 requires us to report 
to you if, in our opinion: 
 
• the information given in the Trustees’ Annual Report is inconsistent in any material respect with the financial 

statements; or 
 

• sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or 
  

•  the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or 
 

• we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Simpkins Edwards LLP     Date:  7 April 2017 
Statutory Auditor  

Michael House  

Castle Street  

Exeter EX4 3LQ 
 
 
  
Simpkins Edwards LLP is eligible to act as an auditor in terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006. 
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(INCLUDING THE CURRY FUND) 
 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2016 
_______________________________________________________________________________________                                                
                                                                         
 
                  2016             2015 
 Notes   £  £  £  £ 
 
FIXED ASSETS            
Fixtures and Fittings 5  1,033 1,291 
 
INVESTMENTS          
Unrestricted Fund - General    330,367 306,313    
Restricted Fund - Rockwatch   100,342 97,501  
Endowment Funds  1,369,779 1,208,177     
  _______  _______ 
 6  1,800,488  1,611,991
   
             
CURRENT ASSETS           
Stock 7  38,669 37,291    
Debtors and Prepayments 8 17,772 29,414    
Bank and cash 9 285,716 298,470   
  _________ _________   
  342,157  365,175 
 
CURRENT LIABILITIES      
Creditors due within one year 10  (94,272)  (96,447)
   _________  _________ 
 
NET ASSETS  2,049,406  1,882,010 
  _________  _________ 
 
REPRESENTED BY: 
      
Unrestricted Fund - General 11/12  407,159  389,174 
Restricted Fund - Rockwatch 11/12  177,756  182,460 
Endowment Funds 11/12   1,464,491  1,310,376 
   _________  _________ 
 
   2,049,406  1,882,010 
   _________  _________ 
 
 
Approved by the Council on 7 April 2017 and signed on their behalf by: 
 
   
Dr Colin Prosser  Dr Graham Williams  
 

 
President           Honorary Treasurer 
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(INCLUDING THE CURRY FUND) 
 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________                                                       
      
          Notes        Unrestricted 
  General Restricted Endowment Total Total 
  Fund Fund Funds 2016 2015 
  £ £ £ £ £ 
Income  
Subscriptions, donations and legacies 60,530 29,112 -   89,642 128,511
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Trading activities     11,331 - -   11,331 11,830  
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________
    
 
Investment income                           13,586   4,134               46,028           63,748 65,596 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
   
Charitable activities  149,928 9,220                    -              159,148 148,389 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Total income                2              235,375 42,466               46,028         323,869 354,326 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
Expenditure 
  
Charitable expenditure                       221,444 50,011               53,515          324,970 307,091 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Total expenditure             3            221,444 50,011               53,515          324,970 307,091 
   ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Net incoming and movement in funds 
before gains and losses on  
investments and interfund transfers        13,931                 (7,545)               (7,487)      (1,101) 47,235 
 
Gains/(losses) on investments  6   19,054 2,841               146,602        168,497  (70,034) 
Transfers between funds                       (15,000)                    -                      15,000                   -                     - 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
     
Net movement in funds                         17,985                 (4,704)             154,115       167,396  (22,799) 
 
Total funds brought forward          11  389,174 182,460 1,310,376 1,882,010 1,904,809 
  ________ ________ _______ _______ ________ 
 
Total funds carried forward        11          407,159              177,756           1,464,491    2,049,406 1,882,010 
  ________ ________ _______ _______ ________  
 
 
  



 
 
THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION                                      Page 6 

 
NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
a) Basis of accounting 
  

The financial statements have been prepared are on the basis of the historic cost convention at cost or 
transaction value, except property and investments which shown at fair value in accordance with: 

 
• Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities (FRS 102); and Update 

Bulletin 1; 
 

• And with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland 
(FRS 102); 

 
• And with the Charities Act 2011. 

 
• And with  Accounting Standards  (UK Generally Accepted Practice) as applied from 1 January 2015 

 
The financial statements have been prepared to give a ‘true and fair’ view and have departed from the 
Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required to provide a ‘true and fair’ 
view.  This departure has involved following Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their financial 
statements in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of 
Ireland (FRS 102) issued on 16 July 2014 rather than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement 
of Recommended Practice effective from 1 April 2005 which has since been withdrawn. 

 
  The charity constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRS 102. 
 

b) Income 
 
Subscriptions, donations and legacies 

  
Subscriptions and associated tax claims are included in the year to which the subscription relates. 
Legacies are recognised by reference to the date probate is granted, or if later, as soon as they are 
capable of being reliably measured. 

 
Trading activities 
Income from trading activities consists of the profit share on ‘Geology Today’. 
 
Investment income  
Income from dividends is accounted for on receipt. Interest is accounted for on an accruals basis. 
 
Charitable activities  
Sales of publications, income from field meetings, insurance and from miscellaneous income are 
included in the financial statements when due. 

 
  c)  Resources expended  
 

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings that 
aggregate all costs related to the category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to particular 
headings they have been allocated to activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. 
 

• Charitable activities include the costs involved of providing the activities that the Geologists’ 
Association provides. 

• Governance costs include those incurred in the governance of the charity and its assets, and 
are primarily associated with constitutional and statutory requirements. 

 
Grants payable are recognised in the financial statements when a commitment has been made, and 
there are no conditions to be met relating to the grant which remain in the control of the charity. Grants 
with performance conditions are only recognised in the statement of financial activities once the recipient 
of the grant has provided the specified service or output. 
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 
 
d)           Gains/(losses) on investments 

 
Realised and unrealised gains and losses on the revaluation and disposal of investment assets are 
included in the statement of financial activities as “gains/(losses) on investments”.  They are split according 
to the fund concerned (see note 11).  The breakdown of the split between realised and unrealised 
profits/(losses) can be found in note 6. 

  
e)  Assets and liabilities  
   

These are included in the balance sheet at the following amounts: 
         

Fixed assets at cost less an appropriate provision for depreciation. 
Investments at fair value (see below). 
Current assets at the lower of cost and net realisable value, including bank balances held in deposit 
accounts. 
Financial liabilities at their settlement value 
 

f)         Tangible fixed assets 
 

Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets, at rates calculated to write off the cost, less 
estimated residual value, of each asset over its expected useful life, as follows: 

  
Fixtures, fittings and equipment  20% per annum on reducing balance basis 

 
g) Investments  

 
Investments are valued at fair value based on a market value derived from a quoted stock market price. 

 
h) Stocks 

 
Stocks of books are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value. 

 
i) Unrestricted funds  

  
The unrestricted funds of the charity consist of general funds that the charity may use at its own 
discretion – see note 11. 

 
j) Restricted funds 

 
Restricted funds are funds that can only be used for restricted purposes within the objects of the charity. 
Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for a particular purpose. Details 
of restricted funds are found in note 11 to the financial statements. 
 

k) Endowment funds 
 
Endowment funds are those funds from which only the income may be used in furtherance of the 
Association’s charitable purposes.   Details of specific endowment funds are found in note  11  to the 
financial statements. 

 
l) Basic financial Instruments 

 
The charity only has financial assets and liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial instruments.  
Basic financial investments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently measured at 
their settlement value. 
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 INCOME  2016               Unrestricted 
  General Restricted Endowment Total Total 
  Fund Fund  Funds 2016 2015 
  £ £ £ £ £               

Subscriptions, donations  
and legacies:   

              Annual subscriptions 53,493 4,210 - 57,703 59,589   
              Gift Aid  6,927 796 -   7,723  8,731  
              Donations, bequests  
              and sponsorship       110 24,106 - 24,216 60,191  
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______  
 
  60,530 29,112 - 89,642 128,511 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______  
             Trading activities: 
             ‘Geology Today’ profit share 11,331 - - 11,331 11,830  
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
          
            Investment income  13,586 4,134 46,028 63,748 65,596 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
            Charitable activities: 
            Sales of publications  63,825 - - 63,825 52,844 
            Group payments for insurance 10,881 - - 10,881 12,246 
            Field meetings    59,390 8,870 - 68,260 70,452  
            Miscellaneous income      5,006      350  - 5,356 9,560  
            Chris King Meeting  4,505 - - 4,505 - 
            GA Annual Conference  5,215 - - 5,215 1,931 
            GA Festival of Geology  1,106 - - 1,106 1,356 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
   
   149,928 9,220 - 159,148 148,389 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______
   
 
            Total income                      235,375 42,466 46,028 323,869 354,326 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 

           2015 
 
           Subscriptions, donations  
           and legacies:   
           Annual subscriptions 55,635 3,954 - 59,589  
           Gift Aid  7,100 1,631 - 8,731  
           Donations, bequests    
           and sponsorship   18,112 40,713 1,366 60,191 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
  80,847 46,298 1,366 128,511 
  _______ _______ _______ _______   
          Trading activities:  
          ‘Geology Today’ profit share  11,830 - - 11,830 
  _______ _______            _______ _______ 
 
          Investment income  20,834 3,501 41,261 65,596 
  _______ _______ _______ _______  
          Charitable activities: 
         Sales of publications  52,844 - - 52,844 
         Group payments for insurance 12,246 - - 12,246  
         Field meetings   64,417 6,035 - 70,452   
         Miscellaneous income     3,821 3,023 2,716 9,560  
         GA Annual Conference   1,931 - - 1,931 
         GA Festival of Geology  1,356 - - 1,356 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
  136,615 9,058 2,716 148,389  
  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
         Total income   250,126 58,857 45,343 354,326 
  _______ _______ _______ _______  
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
3 EXPENDITURE  2016   

 
   Unrestricted 

                           General         Restricted     Endowment     Total Total  
 Fund               Fund                Funds               2016 2015 
                                                      £                      £                      £                      £                    £ 

Charitable expenditure     
 Publications:   
 Printing and Production Costs  45,793 17,664 -    63,457 62,757  
            Office Costs 14,677 - - 14,677 15,803  
 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
           
                                                        60,470 17,664 - 78,134 78,560  
 
 Other costs: 
 Grants, Awards and Subvention   465 - 49,101 49,566 27,627     
 Salaries 57,987 - - 57,987 60,173  
 Officers’ Expenses 2,425 - 385 2,810 2,866  
 Office Expenses 12,974 - 3,188 16,162 19,386   
 Less: Charged to Publications (14,677) - - (14,677) (15,803) 
 Less: Curry Fund contribution    (3,188) - - (3,188) (3,188) 
 Less: Rockwatch contribution    (8,073) - - (8,073) (8,514) 
 Administrative Expenses   
 of Rockwatch -  19,722 - 19,722 14,957  
 Meetings and Functions 16,970 4,895 205 22,070 28,483  
 Chris King Meeting 3,405 - - 3,405 - 
 GA Annual Conference 7,305 - - 7,305 2,446  
 GA Festival of Geology 522 - - 522 2,087  
 Stationery and Printing 4,671 - - 4,671 2,998  
 Depreciation of Equipment 258  - - 258 323 
 Accountancy 1,620 - 300 1,920 2,220 
 Insurance for Groups 10,461 - - 10,461 12,453  
 Insurance 2,569 - - 2,569 2,345 
 Bank Charges 1,745 - - 1,745 1,537 
 Miscellaneous 1,587 - 336 1,923 1,695 
 Field Meetings 57,755 7,730 - 65,485 69,178 
 Library - - - - - 
 Earth Heritage - - - - 1,155  
 Advertising - - - - 727 
 Website - - - - - 
 Membership Team Project 198 - - 198 140  
   ________  _______ _______ _______  _______ 
      
      
  217,449 50,011 53,515 320,975 303,851  
  Governance:  
 Audit 3,995 - -
 3,995 3,240   
  ________  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
  
 Total 
Expenditure 221,444 50,011 53,515 324,970 307,091 
  
  ________ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 3   EXPENDITURE 2015 

 
           Unrestricted 

 General  Restricted      Endowment Total 
  Fund Fund                Funds            2015                        
  £ £ £ £                    
 Charitable expenditure     

Publications:   
Printing and Production Costs   45,379 17,378 - 62,757  
Office Costs  15,803 - - 15,803 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
  61,182 17,378 - 78,560                                          
Other costs:     

 Grants, Awards and Subvention    5,059 - 22,568 27,627 
Salaries 60,173  - - 60,173  
Officers’ Expenses  2,647 - 219 2,866 
Office Expenses  16,198 - 3,188 19,386 
Less: Charged to Publications   (15,803) - - (15,803) 
Less: Curry Fund contribution     (3,188) - - (3,188) 
Less: Rockwatch contribution    (8,514) - - (8,514)  
Administrative Expenses   
of Rockwatch - 14,957 - 14,957  
Meetings and Functions  16,868 10,675 940 28,483 
GA Annual Conference  2,446 - - 2,446 
GA Festival of Geology  2,087 - - 2,087 
Stationery and Printing  2,998 - - 2,998 
Depreciation of Equipment  323 - - 323 
Accountancy 2,020 - 200 2,220 
Insurance for Groups  12,453 - - 12,453 
Insurance  2,345 - - 2,345 
Bank Charges  1,537 - - 1,537 
Miscellaneous  1,667 - 28 1,695 
Field Meetings  61,957 7,221 - 69,178 
Earth Heritage  1,155 - - 1,155 
Advertising  727 - - 727 
Website - - - -  
Membership Team Project 140 - - 140 
  ________  _______ _______ _______   
     
     
  
  226,477 50,231 27,143 303,851 
Governance costs 
Audit  3,240 - - 3,240 
 ________  _______ _______ _______  
  
Total Expenditure  229,717 50,231 27,143 307,091 
 ________ _______ _______ _______  
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                      
4 STAFF COSTS, TRUSTEES’ REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES  

    
    2016   2015  

      £   £ 
 

Salaries     51,844   53,505   
 Social Security Costs - Employer’s NI 1,983 2,671      
 Employer’s Pension Contributions 4,160 3,997   
  _______ _______  
   
   57,987 60,173   
   _______ _______ 
 
 Geologists Association  46,726 48,471   
 Rockwatch contribution towards salaries 8,073 8,514   
 Curry Fund contribution towards salaries 3,188 3,188   
  _______ _______ 
   
  57,987 60,173   
  _______ _______ 
 

 The Geologists’ Association employs 2 staff in administration (2015: 2 staff). No member of staff earns 
more than £60,000 per annum. No remuneration was paid or payable, directly or indirectly out of the funds 
of the charity to any Council member or to any person or persons connected with any of them. However 
Council members are reimbursed out of the funds of the charity for expenses incurred in carrying out their 
duties. In 2016, officers’ expenses reimbursed totalled £2,810 (2015: £2,866). 

 
 
5  FURNITURE, FITTINGS AND EQUIPMENT 

  £ 
 Cost at 1 January 2016 33,117           
 Additions - 
 ________    
     
 Cost at 31 December 2016 33,117           
  ________ 
 
 Depreciation at 1 January 2016 31,826 
 Charge for year 258 
  ________    
     
 Depreciation at 31 December 2016 32,084       
 ________    
     
 Net Book Value at 31 December 2016 1,033             
  ________ 
 
 Net Book Value at 31 December 2015          1,291  
 ________  
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6  INVESTMENTS                                                                                       Market Value 
  Cost 2016 2015 
  £ £ £ 
 General Fund 260,249 330,367 306,313  
   _______ ________ ________ 
 
 Restricted Fund 
 Rockwatch 90,000 100,342 97,501 
  _______ _______ _______ 
 
 Endowment Funds 
 
 Curry Fund not known 813,195 714,812 
  _______ _______ _______ 

 
 Other Endowment Funds 
 Foulerton Award 13,400 16,660 8,582  
 Henry Stopes Memorial Fund 3,554 3,807 1,251  
 G W Young Fund 23,304 25,233 21,890  
 Baker-Arber Fund 7,000 13,165 11,948  
 Halstead Fund 10,000 10,370 5,069  
 Richardson Fund 5,000 5,358 5,069  
 Middlemiss Fund 13,600 21,181 20,630  
 Japec Fund 64,989 91,454 82,363  
 Wyley Fund 178,228 220,652 194,067  
 Tupper Fund 64,697 97,580 93,813  
 Callomon – Porter Fund 23,394 25,808 25,025  
 UKOGL 24,991 25,316 23,658  
  ________ ________ ________ 
   
  432,157 556,584 493,365  
  ________ ________ ________ 
   
 Total investments 782,406 1,800,488 1,611,991  
  ________ ________ ________ 
 
 The investments summarised above are listed on a recognised stock exchange.  A detailed summary of 

these investments can be found in the notes accompanying the statutory financial statements. 
 
 Investment reconciliation  2016 2015 

  £ £ 
 
 Market value at 1 January  1,611,991 1,629,272  
 Acquisitions during the year  20,000 147,525  
 Sales during the year  - (94,772)  
 Realised profits/(losses) on investments  - 7,228  
 Unrealised profits/(losses) on investments  168,497 (77,262)  
   ________ ________ 
 
 Market value at 31 December  1,800,488 1,611,991  
   ________ ________ 
 
7 STOCK  2016 2015 

   £ £ 
 
 Stock of guide books  38,669 37,291  
   ________ ________ 
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8 DEBTORS AND PREPAYMENTS  2016 2015 

   £ £ 
 

Debtors and prepayments  15,148 26,176  
 VAT recoverable  2,624 2,588  
 Loans outstanding  - 650  
   ________ ________ 
 
   17,772 29,414 
   ________ _______  
  
9 BANK AND CASH  2016 2015 

   £ £ 
 
 The Royal Bank of Scotland:   General Fund  111,646 130,000  
                                                  Rockwatch  24,098 8,054  
 Barclays Bank Plc                    Curry Fund  26,906 35,750  
 Charities Deposit Fund:            Curry Fund  46,590 46,392  
                                                  Rockwatch  73,182 72,872  
 Hargreaves Lansdown Asset Management Ltd  3,188 5,149  
 Cash in hand  106 253  
   _________ _________ 
 
   285,716 298,470  
   _________ _________ 
 
10 CREDITORS DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR  2016 2015 

   £ £ 
 
 Subscriptions in Advance  44,014 43,645  
 Creditors and Accruals 28,068 28,846  
 Grants payable 22,190 23,956  
  _________ _________ 
 
  94,272 96,447  
  _________ _________ 
11   RESERVES 
  

                                                                         
                                                                                                                       Gains/(losses)  

  Opening                         on   Closing 
                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  

Balance  
   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 
 Unrestricted Fund 
  
 General 

Fund 389,174 235,375 221,444 19,054 (15,000) 407,159
  

  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
 The general fund consists of those funds available to the charity for general purposes. 
 
 Restricted Fund 
 
 Rockwatch 182,460 42,466 50,011 2,841 - 177,756 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
 Rockwatch is the junior section of the Geologists’ Association and exists to develop an interest in Geology 

amongst young people. 
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11   RESERVES (continued) 
 
              Endowment Funds 
                                                                                                                    
a)  Curry Fund                      Gains/(losses) 
  Opening  on  Closing 
                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  

Balance  
   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 
 Curry Fund:  Capital Fund 714,837 - - 98,383 - 813,220 

                    Income Fund 58,409 26,433 34,892 - - 49,950 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 

 
 773,246 26,433 34,892 98,383 - 863,170 

  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
The Curry Fund exists to support a variety of causes such as geological conservation and other initiatives 
approved by the Council. 
 
The statement of financial activities for the Curry Fund is split into a capital fund and an income fund, both 
of which are endowment funds for charity accounting purposes.  The reason for showing a separate capital 
fund is to show how the initial capital used to set up the Curry Fund has altered over the years when realised 
and unrealised profits and losses on investments are taken into account.  The income fund shows how 
investment income specifically designated for the payment of grants has been applied towards this objective 
and meeting the incidental administrative expenses of running the fund. 

 
A separate balance sheet and a statement of financial activities for the Curry Fund are included as  
separate schedules to the financial statements.        

                                       
           Gains/(losses)    
b) Endowment Trust Funds  Opening  on 

   Closing  
                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  

Balance  
   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 
 Foulerton Award 9,241 436 313 578 7,500 17,442 
 Henry Stopes Memorial 1,905 83 - 56 2,500 4,544 
 G W Young Fund 18,374 910 1,200 3,343 - 21,427 
 Baker-Arber Fund 13,866 438 - 1,217 - 15,521 
 Halstead Fund 8,588 274 701 301 5,000 13,462 
 Richardson Fund 7,605 213 500 289 - 7,607 
 Middlemiss Fund 23,947 435 - 551 - 24,933 
 Japec Fund 94,533 3,029 3,199 9,091 - 103,454 
 Tupper Fund 102,905 3,318 3,079 3,767 - 106,911 
 UKOGL 24,725 1,032 77 1,658 - 27,338 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
  305,689 10,168 9,069 20,851 15,000 342,639 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
 The above bequests were given with the intention that the capital be invested and only the income spent.  

The above funds exist to make grants to individuals and groups within the field of geology. 
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
___________________________________________________________________________________           
               
  
 
11. RESERVES (continued)        
                          

c)   General Endowment Funds                       Gains/(losses) 
  Opening  on 
   Closing  

                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  
Balance  

   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
       
 Wyley Fund 205,170 8,275 8,109 26,585 - 231,921 
 Callomon – Porter Fund 26,271 1,152 1,445 783 - 26,761 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 

   
   231,441 9,427 9,554 27,368 - 258,682  
   _______  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 

  
The Wyley and Callomon-Porter bequests were given with the intention that only income arising from the capital 
of the bequest be used to fund the general purpose of the Association. 
 

 
Total Endowment Funds 1,310,376 46,028 53,515 146,602 15,000 1,464,491 
 ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
 
Total Funds 1,882,010 323,869 324,970 168,497 - 2,049,406 
 ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
  
12. ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BETWEEN FUNDS 
 
 Unrestricted 
 General Restricted   
Endowment Total Total  funds fund
 2016 2015 
 fund fund funds 2016 2015 
 £ £ £ £ £ 
 Fixed assets 1,033 - - 1,033 1,291 
 Investments 330,367 100,342 1,369,779 1,800,488 1,611,991 
 Current assets 167,588 97,899 76,670 342,157 365,175 
 Current liabilities (64,972) (6,090)   (23,210) (94,272) (96,447) 
 Inter-fund balance  (26,857) (14,395) 41,252 -
  - 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
  407,159 177,756 1,464,491 2,049,406 1,882,010 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
13. Related Parties 
 
 There have been no transactions with related parties to the Association during the year. 
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SCHEDULE TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
THE CURRY FUND 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                  2016             2015 
     Notes  £  £  £  £ 
 
INVESTMENTS 
Schroders Charities:           
  The Charity Equity Fund A Income Units   383,435 312,204 
  The Income Trust for Charities A Income Units 284,194 264,967 
Black Rock Charinco Income Units   1,255  1,207 
Artemis Income Retail Income Units   25,915  24,648 
City of London Investment Trust 25p ord. shares  46,905  44,612 
Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Class Y  19,343  19,000 
Murray Income Trust plc 25p ord. shares   21,921  20,183 
Royal London AM Corporate Bond Trust  10,713  10,126 
Royal London AM Sterling Extra Yield Bond 9,661  9,331 
Temple Bar Investment Trust 25p ord. shares 9,853  8,534 
    ________  ________ 

      
   813,195  714,812 

CURRENT ASSETS 
Tax Repayable 864 864 
Charities Deposit Fund 46,590 46,392 
Barclays Community Account 1,629 2,650 
Barclays Business Saver  Account 25,277 33,100 
HLAM Ltd Dealing Account - 12 
HLAM Ltd Income Account 614 937 
Loans Outstanding - 650 
Sundry Debtor 132 57 
  ________ ________ 
 
 75,106 84,662 
 ________ ________ 
        
CURRENT LIABILITIES         
Creditors and Accruals        300    300 
Grants Committed 22,910 23,956 
Due to The Geologists’ Association 1,921 1,972 
 ________ ________ 
 
 25,131 26,228 
 ________ ________  
   
NET CURRENT ASSETS 49,975 58,434 
 ________ ________ 
 
 863,170 773,246 
 ________ ________ 
   
REPRESENTING: 
Restricted Funds:            
 
Capital Fund    11 813,220 714,837 
Income Fund    11   49,950 58,409 
  ________ ________ 
 
 11 863,170 773,246 
  ________ ________
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SCHEDULE TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
THE CURRY FUND 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Note Restricted Endowment Total Total 
  Income Capital 2016 2015 
  Fund Fund 
  £ £ £ £ 
Incoming resources 
Investment income 
  Income received from Investments 26,221 - 26,221 29,766 
  Charities Deposit  197 - 197 208 
  Barclays Bank  15 - 15 13 
  Donations and Bequests  - - - 1,366 
  Miscellaneous income  - - - 2,716 
     ________  ________ ________ ________ 
 
Total incoming resources  26,433 - 26,433 34,069 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
Resources expended 
Charitable expenditure 
  Grants – Paid and Committed   21,637 - 21,637 10,961 
  MSc Prize  1,000 - 1,000  1,000 
  Towards the Printing of The Geologists' 
  Association’s Guides  7,841 - 7,841 1,833 
  Office administration  3,188 - 3,188  3,188 
  Officer expenses     385 - 385 219 
  Accountancy     300 - 300 200 
  Meeting expenses  205 - 205 940 
  Sundry  336 - 336 28 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Net resources expended  34,892 - 34,892 18,369 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Net incoming resources   (8,459) - (8,459) 15,700 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
    
   
Other recognised gains/(losses) - 98,383  98,383 (39,549)   
  ________ ________ _______ ________ 
 
Net movement of funds   (8,459) 98,383 89,924 (23,849) 
 
Total funds brought forward 11 58,409 714,837 773,246 797,095 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Total funds carried forward  11 49,950 813,220 863,170 773,246 
  ________ ________ ________ _______ 
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SCHEDULE TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 
PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                  2016             2015 
         £    £ 
Proceedings         
Elsevier Payment 44,033 40,122
 ________ ________
    
 44,033 40,122 
 ________ ________ 
Expenditure During Year:-           
Printing and Production Costs 26,666 28,177 
Proportion of Office Costs (15% of £14,677) 2,202 2,370
        ________ ________
  
 28,868 30,547 
 ________ ________ 
          
Net Surplus on Proceedings 15,165 9,575 
 ________ ________ 
Guides 
Sales 11,952 12,722 
Donation - 6,000 
Curry Fund Subvention 7,841 1,833 
Wyley Fund Subvention - - 
 ________ ________ 
 
 19,793 20,555 
 ________ ________
  
Opening Stock 37,291 34,840  
Expenditure During Year:- 
Printing and Production Costs  7,839 9,212 
Proportion of Office Costs (60% of £14,677) 8,806 9,482 
 ________ ________
  
 53,936 53,534 
Less:- 
Closing Stock 38,669 37,291 
 ________ ________ 
 
 15,267 16,243 
 ________ ________  
          
Net Surplus on Guides 4,526 4,312 
 ________    ________ 
Circulars and Magazines 
Advertising Revenue - - 
 ________ ________  
Expenditure During Year:-           
Printing, Production and Distribution Costs 12,665 10,441 
Proportion of Office Costs (25% of £14,677) 3,669 3,951 
 ________ ________ 
 
Net (Cost) of Circulars (16,334) (14,392) 
 ________ ________ 
 
Net Surplus/(Cost) of Publications 3,357 (505) 
  ________ ________ 



Holding Cost 2016 2015

£ £ £

GENERAL FUND 
5,056.87      COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 10,083           68,726        62,374            

14,540.27    18,850           20,202        19,111            
56,550.08    75,000           78,570        74,329            
2,546.11      2,952             5,036          4,842              

27,143.18    Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares 16,000           17,160        17,095            
26,717.55    Invesco Perpetual Monthly Inc.Plus.Inc.Units 29,381           29,010        28,879            
40,487.17    Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Income Units 35,011           36,123        35,441            
3,766.00      Murray Income Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares 26,995           27,435        25,260            

773.00         Murray International Trust plc 25p Ord Shares 7,995             9,168          6,399              
6,291.29      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Class A Inc.Units 6,000             6,198          5,880              

26,594.18    HL Multi-Manager Income and Growth Trust Inc Units 26,982           27,727        26,703            

Purchased in 2016
6,366.18      Artemis High Income Fund Class R Q Dist 5,000             5,012          -                  

260,249         330,367      306,313          

FOULERTON AWARD 
634.96         900                1,255          1,207              
211.92         COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 2,000             2,880          2,613              

1,233.00      City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares 3,000             5,007          4,762              

Purchased in 2016
9,549.28      Artemis High Income Fund Class R Q Dist 7,500             7,518          -                  

13,400           16,660        8,582              

HENRY STOPES MEMORIAL FUND
658.10         1,054             1,301          1,251              

Purchased in 2016
3,183.09      Artemis High Income Fund Class R Q Dist 2,500             2,506          -                  

3,554             3,807          1,251              

G W YOUNG FUND
863.25         1,492             1,707          1,641              

1,006.00      Edinburgh Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares 6,754             7,200          7,258              
1,556.00      HICL Infrastructure Company Ltd 0.01p Ord. Shares 2,373             2,559          2,345              

641.00         Murray International Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. 6,599             7,602          5,306              
505.00         Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares 6,086             6,165          5,340              

23,304           25,233        21,890            

BAKER-ARBER FUND 
438.95         COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 2,000             5,965          5,414              
529.79         COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 5,000             7,200          6,534              

7,000             13,165        11,948            

HALSTEAD FUND 
3,856.83      COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 5,000             5,358          5,069              

Purchased in 2016
6,366.18      Artemis High Income Fund Class R Q Dist 5,000             5,012          -                  

10,000           10,370        5,069              

RICHARDSON FUND
3,856.83      COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund Income Units 5,000             5,358          5,069              

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units

THE GEOLOGISTS' ASSOCIATION 
DETAILED SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS HELD BY ASSOCIATION 

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

Market Value 

COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund Inc. Units

COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund Inc. Units



Holding Cost 2016 2015

£ £ £

Market Value 

MIDDLEMISS FUND
229.60         3,400             7,532          7,357              
289.68         3,400             5,116          5,162              

20,696.58    6,800             8,533          8,111              

13,600           21,181        20,630            

JAPEC FUND 
1,220.23      COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 11,670           16,583        15,051            
2,972.00      21,659           36,288        31,428            

15,353.00    Treasury 4 1/4% Stock 2032 15,001           20,834        19,214            
8,015.15      HL Multi-Manager Income and Growth Trust Inc Units 7,864             8,357          7,802              
7,912.05      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Income Units 8,795             9,392          8,868              

64,989           91,454        82,363            

WYLEY FUND
926.00         BP Plc US$0.25 Ordinary Shares 5,810             4,718          3,278              
585.00         GlaxoSmithKline plc 25p Ordinary Shares 7,947             9,133          8,039              

3,704.00      4,259             6,093          5,583              
7,048.05      HL Multi-Manager Income and Growth Trust Inc Units 6,850             7,348          7,077              

21,194.64    Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares 13,602           13,399        13,348            
695.00         6,988             11,912        12,690            

2,805.00      Murray Income Trust plc 25p Ordinary Shares 12,516           20,434        18,815            
1,945.00      12,739           23,067        16,133            

56.00           RBS 25p Ordinary Shares 2,349             125             169                 
585.00         Royal Dutch Shell Plc ''B'' Ordinary Shares 12,431           13,770        9,026              

13,106.41    Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Income Units 14,678           15,557        14,630            
3,703.00      Schroder Asia Pacific Inv Trust Units 6,646             12,294        9,850              

463.00         Standard Chartered US$0.50 Ordinary Shares 8,343             3,072          2,610              
4,630.00      

5,660             5,810          5,463              
1,111.00      Tesco 5p Ordinary Shares 5,066             2,298          1,660              

25,594.39    Treasury 4 1/4% Stock 2032 24,800           34,732        32,044            
25,061.54    Treasury 4 1/4% Stock 2036 24,535           35,126        31,700            

883.00         Vodafone Group plc Ordinary Shares 3,009             1,764          1,952              

178,228         220,652      194,067          

TUPPER FUND 
4,424.78      7,350             9,476          9,030              
5,963.00      12,498           24,216        23,032            

17,746.35    12,500           15,833        15,555            
1,249.41      12,500           22,015        22,267            

28,155.68    12,500           16,077        15,300            
816.00         7,349             9,963          8,629              

64,697           97,580        93,813            

CALLOMON PORTER FUND
2,009.60      3,333             4,304          4,101              
2,354.00      8,328             9,560          9,092              
5,958.78      3,333             3,767          3,753              
4,149.18      Invesco Perpetual Monthly Income plus Class Y InUn 8,400             8,177          8,079              

23,394           25,808        25,025            

The Mercantile Inv Trust 25p Ordinary Shares

Invesco Perpetual Income Income Units

Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares

Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares

Invesco Perpetual Corp Bond Income Units

Artemis Income Fund Class R Dist

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

Jupiter Corporate Bond Income Units

Artemis Income Fund Class R Dist

Invesco Perpetual Income Fund Acc. Shares
Invesco Perpetual Income Fund Inc. Shares

Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares

HICL - HSBC Infrastructure Co Ltd 0.01p Ord. Shrs

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

M&G Investments Corporate Bond Fund A Shares 

Murray International Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares

Standard Chartered 8 1/4% Non-Cum Invest Pref 
Shares of £1 



Holding Cost 2016 2015

£ £ £

Market Value 

94,722.25    -                 383,435      312,204          
424,423.95  -                 284,194      264,967          

634.86         -                 1,255          1,207              
12,100.92    20,500           25,915        24,648            
11,550.00    36,741           46,905        44,612            
3,009.00      19,743           21,921        20,183            
9,025.27      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust M Income Units 10,000           10,713        10,126            
8,628.13      Royal London Sterling Extra Yield Bond Income Units 10,000           9,661          9,331              

807.00         9,992             9,853          8,534              
9,687.03      Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Class Y - Income 19,318           19,343        19,000            

126,294         813,195      714,812          

8,701.86      15,000           18,636        17,759            
24,945.92    HL Multi-Manager Income & Growth Trust Inc Units 22,500           26,009        25,048            
18,159.11    15,000           16,202        15,916            
25,827.10    Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares 15,000           16,328        16,266            
3,445.74      Artemis Income Fund Class I  Dist 7,500             7,979          7,546              
3,806.54      Invesco Perpetual Distribution Class Y -Income 7,500             7,515          7,429              
3,842.61      Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Class Y Income 7,500             7,673          7,537              

90,000           100,342      97,501            

7,192.17      Artemis High Income Fund Class I Q Dist 6,250             6,018          5,867              
1,607.00      City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. shares 6,250             6,526          6,207              
5,658.35      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Income Units 6,250             6,716          6,339              

496.00         Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. shares 6,241             6,056          5,245              

24,991           25,316        23,658            

Grand Totals 908,700         1,800,488   1,611,991       

Unrestricted Fund - General 260,249             330,367         306,313              
Restricted Fund - Rockwatch 90,000               100,342         97,501                
Endowment Funds not all known 1,369,779      1,208,177          

350,249             1,800,488      1,611,991          

Shroder Charities

UKOGL

CURRY FUND

Artemis Income Fund Class R Dist

Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Income Units

ROCKWATCH

The Charity Equity Fund A Income Units

Temple Bar Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

The Income Trust for Charities A Income Units

Black Rock Charinco Income Units 

Artemis Income Fund Class R Dist

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

Murray Income Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares



 

  

THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

AGENDA 5 MAY 2017 at 6.00 pm 

1. Minutes of the 2016 AGM 

2. Introduce and approve Annual Report for 2016 

3. Proposed Officers for 2017/18 

4. Proposed Council Members for 2017/18 

5. Expression of thanks of the Association to retiring Council Members 

6. Presentation of Foulerton Awards to Wendy Kirk 

7. Presentation of Halstead Medal to Seabury Salmon 

8. Presentation of Special Award to Allen Fraser  

9. Presentation of the Halstead Awards to Thomas Phillips & James Hamilton-Wright  

10. Presentation of Richardson Award to Ramues Gallois, Adrian A. Morter & Hugh G. 

Owen  

11. Presentation of Special Award to Wren’s Nest Nature Reserve 

12. Presentation of Curry MSc and Tupper Awards  

13. Research Awards 

14. Long serving members 

15. Presentation of the new President’s Award to Susan Brown 

Presidential Address for 2017 

Dr Colin Prosser  

Conserving Rocks! - How did that come about?  

A brief History of Geoconservation in the UK 

  


	Annual Report 2016 Draft2
	GA ACCOUNTS 2016 31 March 2017  
	THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION
	Maurice Whiteley BSc FCA FCII CTA
	Chartered Accountant


	THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION
	Registered Charity No: 233199
	Headquarters Burlington House

	THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION
	THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION      Page 1
	STATEMENT OF COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES AND DISCLOSURE TO AUDITOR
	FOR THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

	(INCLUDING THE CURRY FUND)
	BALANCE SHEET
	FIXED ASSETS
	Fixtures and Fittings 5  1,033 1,291

	INVESTMENTS
	Unrestricted Fund - General    330,367 306,313

	CURRENT ASSETS
	Stock 7  38,669 37,291
	Debtors and Prepayments 8 17,772 29,414


	(INCLUDING THE CURRY FUND)
	STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES

	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
	l) Basic financial Instruments
	The charity only has financial assets and liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial instruments.  Basic financial investments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently measured at their settlement value.

	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	2 INCOME  2016               Unrestricted

	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015
	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	A separate balance sheet and a statement of financial activities for the Curry Fund are included as  separate schedules to the financial statements.

	NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	INVESTMENTS
	CURRENT ASSETS
	Tax Repayable 864 864
	Capital Fund    11 813,220 714,837


	STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
	SCHEDULE TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
	PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT
	Proceedings
	Guides
	Sales 11,952 12,722

	Circulars and Magazines
	Advertising Revenue - -
	________ ________



	GA Investments 2016 MW for ARvers 2
	Sheet1

	Backpage



